







































































- ISSUED BY — 
OFFICE CHIEF OF AIR CORPS 


WAR DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 











c 











VOL. Xil 


IANUARY 31, 1229 





























TABLE OF CONTENTS 


~---000--- 

Page 
Ground Operations on "Question Mark" ee Flight. i es 82 = 27 
Commercial Aviation in Costa Rica. Pe ae ee ee 27 
France Field Airmen Pay Visit to Costa Rica. Th, Ce ae eae 28 - 30 
Lieut. Ent to Receive the "Cheney Award" ,.. arene | 
Wer Department Orders Affecting Air Corps Officers — eae ee 
Hazy Flying Conditions in Vicinity of Mitchel Field. ...... 32 
Newspaper Comment on the Purlow Bill ...........4.-.-. 82-383 
The Flight Tutor . Ae eh ae ee ae 33 
Langley Field Loses Two Youne ‘Officers pe? atl - « 64-35 
Department Commander Pleased with Inspection of “France Field ar" 35 
C-2 Transport Plane Ferried to Panama. . . semua! car igle, ee, Ge ae 35 
State of Oklahoma Honors "Question Mark" Pilot pce ees te ea nd Su 3 
Lieut. Doolittle Flies Through Snowstorm . Pile ae as cae te 36 
New Cadets Anpointed for March Glass ... ‘ Pe ee eee) ee 
New Types of Airplanes to be Tested at Wright Field. rr de ae ee ee 37 
Reserve Officers Required to Present Identification Papers ... 37 
Status of the 99th Observation Squadron. ......+4+-+-e4e-s8 37 
Newspaper Editorial Comment on Endurance Flight. ........ 38-41 
Congratulations to Captain L.D. Seymour. ee ee a i 
Colombian Government Thanks the Air Corps. fas eo ke 42 
France Field Pistol Team Wins First Honors ........+e+e-e 42 
New Bombing Plane for Air Corps. .... Ce x Seem 42 
California Executive Comments Air Corps Flyers ees ~ 2 « 4 — 4 
Rockwell Field's Part in the Flight of the "Question Verk" : ee 43 
Bay Seeintoe Tor Beet Point Gatets . . ss ste tte tes 43 
Civil Aviation in England. . ee te a ae oe ee a ee ee ee 43 
eee Sram Bee COURS FeGeee. 6c en tw et ee ww 44 


V-5859,A.C. 














VOL. XIII AIR CORPS NEWS NO. 2 








Information Divisidn . January 31, 1929... \... Manitions Building 











ee 








Air Corovs WA SM ibs ae 7 Moh eile Washington, D. Se 





The chief purpose of +his ‘publicaticn’ is ‘to distribute “infcrmation on 
aeronautics to the flying personnel-“in the ‘Regular Army, Reserve Corse, 
National Guerd’ and others ‘Sonnected With aviation. : 
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GROUND OPERATIONS ON "QUESTION MARK" REFUELING FLIGHT 


A report was received from Rockwell Field, Coronado, California, detail- a) 
ing the work done by personnel at that station in connection with the refueling 
endurance flight of the Army Transport "Question Mark". | 

The world at large knows what the crew of the "Question Mark" accomplished, | 
but the establishment by them of this astounding record for heavier-than-air 
flight would not have been possible without the efficient aid of the men 2om- 
prising the ground organization. It goes without saying that they accomolished 
their work well. The reccrd flight offers the best possible vroof of thas fact. 

These men stood by at all hours of the night and day with a vigilance thai ri- 
valled active war operations on an enemy front line. Nothing was left untcne 
to provide for the comfort, wants and safety of the men’who were circling +: 
the atmosphere above them. 

During the preparatory stages, the flight itself, and after its completion 
the morale, discipline, efficiency and conduct cf all personnel connected there- 
with was of the highest. The work of Captain Hoyt, Lieuts. Strickland ant. Wood- 
ring as the crew of one refueling plane, and of Lieuts. Moon, Hopkins and foiter 
of the second refueling plane cannot be too highly praised. 

The work of Lieut. Ray G. Harris, Engineering Officer of the flight, Waich 
extended over the entire preparations for and during the period of the flign, 
was in a large mcasure responsible for the completeness and pnerfection ef :li 
integral parts of the’ plane and its ability to perform the mission assignet 
to it. . Lieut. Yarris exercised complete supervision over the preparation of 
the "Question Mark" for the flight, as well as the preparation of the tw: 
refueling planes. 

The Middletown Air Depot performed praiseworthy work in preparing tne 
planes, which necessitated extreme accuracy and involved long hours of wre- 
mitting toil, while the work of the Engineering officer of Rockwell Fieli and 


“his department left nothing to be desired, 


Others who extended full cooperation and contributed materially to the 
success of the flight were Major A.L. Snaed, Commanding @fficer of Rockwe.l 
Field; Major J.H. "oughton, Depot Engineering Officer; Captain H.M. Elmencor?, 


' Airdrome Officer; Major W.S. Woolford and Captain J.M. Stanley, Medical Corps, 


Flight Surgeons at Rockwell Field, and the military and civilian personnel of 
Rockwell Field. 

Before quoting the Rockwell Field report, it may be of interest to recoré 
here some statistical data bearing on the record flight, so as to present sozé 
idea of the work a flight of this character involved. 

The "Question Mark" was refueled 34 times with gasoline and on eight cs- 
casions with oil. In these 34 eontacts, a total of 5,760 gallons of gasoline 
coursed through the flexible hose which connected the fueling ship with she 
"Question Mark" at time of contact. The attempt to transfer the oil through 
the hose met with failure and, whenever needed, same was lowered from the re- 
fueling ships to the "Question Mark" in five-gallon cans. In 18 of the % 
refueling contacts for gasoline, 170 gallons were transferred and in fou> 
instances 270 gallons. Twice 270 gallons were transferred, twice 100 gailozs, 
twice 110 gallons, twice 50 gallons, and once cach 150, 160 and 250 gallons. 

Food was lowered to the crew of the endurance plane during 13 of the zon- 
tacts, also water, mail, weatherurépotts, toilet articles, batteries, Very 
Pistol cartridges, etc. The duration of the contacts varied from five to le 
minutes, most of them involving seven to eight minutes. 

Of the 42 refueling contacts, eight were performed during seb ute dark- | 
ness. Most of the contacts, 27 to be. exact, were made while the "Question °° | 
Mark" was flying over the Metropolitan Airport at Los. Angeles; 9 were made 
over Rockwall Field, Coronado; five-over El Centro in the Imperial Valley and 
one over Oceanside, Calif. ‘The first Contact | was made. over the Metropolitan 
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‘Mrport at BI15 A.M., Jemuary lst >and the last one at the same plece at 1:59 
P.M., demuery 7th. 

The repurt from horkwell Field is hereinafter qicted as follows: 

"An attempt is made here to record everything of importance that trans- 
pired on the ground in connection with the flight of the "Question Mark". The 
ground crews! objective and mission was to expeditiously fulfill all requests 
from the "Question Mark". 

Practice hefuelings: 

On December 29th, sefueling Crew No. 1, took off with 150 gals. gas; flow 
Would not start due to hose teing cviled above gas level. 

Refueling Crew Nc. 1 took off with 30 gallons cil and battery in container. 
Very little oil transferred due to poor flow and level of hose. Battery could 
not be transferred as container offered tco much area to slip stream. "Question 
Mark" damped gas and landed. 

Tests on Oil Flow: 

On December 30th, three test runs were made, heating the oil - and it was 
found that due to tie installation of the tank and line,even with oil heated 
at 115° C., the flow approximated one gallon per minute. A five gallon can of 
oil was lowered by the namdiles and found to ride steady, 

"Question Mark" ieft for Van Nuys. March Field C-2 left for Van Nuys 
with newspaper men and enlisted men fcr station at the Metropolitan Airport. 

December 31st, slings were made at Rockwell Air Depot for five galion 
oil can and battery. Oil cans were obtained from the Depot Supply. 

This same date "Ground Headquarters" were established at Rockwell Field, 
near the Post Garage. 

Tests run from Refueling Crew No. 1 were made as follows: 

Oil can with sling lowered 0.K, 
Battery with sling lowered 0.X. 
Rape with 16% lead weight O.K. 

Refueling Crew No. 2, with Lieuts. Odas Moon, J.G. Hopkins, A.¥. Solter 
and civilian mechanic, Wm.Duthie, took off from Rockwell Field for the Metro- 
politan Airoort. They were forced down, however, at Oceanside, Long Beach and 
Rogers Airport. These forced landings were attributed to ignition trouble. 
Anticipating further trouble Lievt. Moon phored for a new set of Liberty heads 
and these were rushed to the Metropolitan Airport and installed upon arrival. 
The ship was then flight tested, with motor functioning perfectly. 

The seme afternoon, December 31, 1928, Lieuts. H.W. Keefer and R.V. 
Williams, took off in two "Blackboard" PW-9 planes for the Metropolitan Airport. 

January 1, 1929: 

At 7:26:47 A.M., January 1, 1929, the "Question Mark" took off from Metrao- 
politan Airport, Van Nuys, Calif. Refueling Crew No. 2 made contact with the 
"Question Mark" at 8:15 A.M. and transferred 100 gals. of gas, and the "Question 
Mark" departed for Rockwell Field. 

At 10:10 A.M. Lieut. Moon loaded baggage and supplies into ship and immed- 
iately left for Imperial. 

At 10:25 A.M. Refueling Crew No. 1 made contact with "Question Mark" and 
transferred 250 gals. gas. Upon return of Refueling Crew No. 2 a rope was 
rigged up about half way on the hose to assist in jockezying a returning to 
refueling plane. 

12:05 P.M. Blackboard plane flew alongside of the "Question Mark" with 
the following message: 

"Don't forget Rose Bowl and don't forget drop message." 
2:00 P.M. "Blackboard" plane took the following message to "Question Mark" 
"Water - 250 gals. gas coming up." 
2:15 P.M. the "Question Mark" dropned the following message: 
"We need oil - water - food - gas in order named. 
"We will remain in vicinity of Rockwell until 5 PM. 
"Total amount of gas needed 450 gals. 
"Last load of gas to be as close to 5 PM as light conditions permis. 
"Be prepared to refuel us on.call tonight - wo will give you one | 
hour's warning. In case no fuel called for tonight gas will be required 
at break of dey tomorrow. Give us gas in that case before anything else. 

Notify Moon we may need gas at dawn if foggy at Rockwell and consequently 

be prepared. Tell both Hoyt and Moon to slow down as load runs out." 

Receipt of the above messages wessacknowledged by panel signal. 
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2:20 P.M, the "Questien Mark" dropped the fdllowing message: 

"Just received mesmage + water and 250 gals. gas coming up. Send 
oil immediately after transport lands and made 3rd trip near 5 P.M. for 
food and remainder of gas (200 gals.). 

"We will remain vicinity Rockwell until 5 P.M, We need oil —- water - 
food - gas in order named. Total gas requirements 450 gals. - includes 
what we take on front ship now in air - last refueling to be as close as 
5 PM as safe. 

"We may require fuel tonight - if so will give you Very pistol signal- 
if now fuel taken aboard tonight Moon and Yoyt should be ready at crack 
of dawn and give us gas then before food, water or oil." 

Receipt of above messages acknowledged by panel signal. 

At 2:30 PM Refueling Crew No. 1 made contact and transferred 150 gals. gas 
to "Question Mark". At 3 PM same crew made contact and transferred 35 gals oil 
in five gallon containers. The transfer was watched with great interest by the 
ground personnel, as it was the first time oil had actually been transferred 
in this manner. 

3 PM the "Question Mark dropped the following message: 

"We only got 150 gals. and rear tank overflowed, 

We need oil tnen — two more trips for gas of 200 gals. each. 

Put out nanel as soon as you understand." 

Receipt of message acknowledged by nanel signal. 

Refueling Crew No. 1 returned and plane was loaded with 200 gals. gas - 
food - messages. Refueling Crew No. 2 made flight test at Imperial with 150 
gals, gas in main tank and 70 gals. gas in wing tanks, performance. Refueling 
Crew No. 2 at 3:55 PM again made flight test at Imperial with 220 gals. gas in 
main tank and wing tanks full. Got off with good margin of safety. 

At 4 PM Refueling Crew No. 1 made contact with the "Question Mark" trans- 
ferring 200 gals. gas, dinner and the following message to the "Question Mark"; 

"Will be standing by al] night - try to drop messages nearer line 

as they are hard to follow and find. 

Received three messages OK. If you use flares don't use too far away from 

North Island. If you can, give us your apnroximate schedule for tomorrow." 

4:40 PM the"Question Mark" dropped the following message: 

"We will need 200 gals, at midnight tonight. Cannot take any more 
this afternoon - acknowledge by panel." 

"We cannot maintain altitude with additional 200 gals. Will require 
refueling at midnight tonight - acknowledge by panel signals." 

Receipt of above messages were acknowledged by panel signals, and 

the following message by "Blackboard" planes: 

"Messege received - ready at midnight." 

The "Question Mark" rounded the pylon at Metronolitan Airport 7:20 PM 
and flood lights were turned on as soon as the sip was heard and kept on until 
it left for Rockwell Field. A strong north wind had been blowing all day but 
began to die out during the night, otherwise, the weather was good. Navy flood 
lights operated by Army personnel were turned on whenever "Question Mark" came 
over Rockwell Field. At 11:50 PM Refueling Crew No. 1 took off with 220 gals. 
gas for the first attempt at an actual night refueling. 

January 2, 1929: 

Shortly after midnight the "Question Mork" fired one green flare, follow- 
ed by another flare, Refueling Crew No. 1 made contact almost immediately with 
the "Question Mark" and transferred 220 gals. of gas with difficulty. Refuel- 
ing crew on landing stated that the transfer was easier than in the day time, 
due to the smooth air, but asked that the "Question Mark be requested to play 
a flashlight on the hose to facilitate jockeying the same. 

At 8:40 AM the "Question Mark" requested that Lieut. Moon and his crew 
and C-1 leave Imperial and go to Metropolitan Airport, as they doubted advis- 
ability of crossing the mountains at night, not being able to get enough alti-+ . 
tude, Lieut. Moon was advised accordingly and Refueling Crew No. 2 cleared 
Imperial with all ground personnel, refueling ship and blackboard plane for 
Metropolitan, 

At 5:25 PM the "Question Mark" dropped two red flares, Landing lights 
were turned on as it was dusk, ground crew could not determine whether "Questior 
Mark" wanted landing lights (signal fer which was one red flare at night) or 
whether the "Question Mark" was dropping a message (siznal for which was one 
red flare in daytime). "Question Mark" departed for Metropolitan Airport im- 
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mediately thereefter. eS 

At 9:25 PM Rockwell Field. was ‘entirely blanketed with fog. The Metrcpoli- 
tan Airport was notified by telephone and instr icted to put cut red ground fleres 
as socn as the "Question Mark" arrived there. Several minutes later the "Ques- 
tion Mark" was heerd over Reckwell Field above the fog; plane circled the field 
ence and left in direction of pevPepe titer Airport . 

vanuary 3, 1929: 





Shortly after midnight Refueling Crew Ne. 2 tock off and attemoted to 
make contact but upon getting in position fcr contact "Question Mark" oulled 
away. Lieut. Yookins repcrted that the "Question Mark" carried no lights at 
all, thet the air wes very rough, and that when he-had.the hose out its entire 
length he could not see the "Question Mark" at all, and Refueling Crew returned 
without transferring gas. 

Captain Elmenior? who was then at Reckwell Field received a telephone call 
frem the Metrcpoliten Airport to the effect that "Question Mark" was having 
difficulty getting gascline. Inasmuch as the fog covering Khockwell Field had 
raised slightly, Cantain Elmendcrf took cff in a PW-9 te reccnnoiter the weather 
conditions to see if refucling at Rockwell Field was possible. It was found 
that the fog then extended only'as fer south as the southern edge of San Diego 
Bay and that refueling wad possible abcve the fcg. The "Question Mark" was ad- 
vised accordingly, and white flares displeyed at Metrcpoliten Airport showing 
Reckwell Field clear. However, "Question Mark" continued to Gircle Sen Fernando 
Valley and lights were kept at Metropolitan Airport for the remainder of the 
“night. ~At about 9:30 AM a heavy fog covered the San Fernande Valley and re- 
mained throughout the day, so the "Question Merk" departed for Kockwell Field. 

One of the important messages received from the "Question Mark" was to the 
effect that at 11:40 AM to get some gas up as quicklyas possible, as they had 
. less than an hour's supply, alse requesting they be kept advised as to the 
weather atcthe Metropolitan Airport. A riew battery for the plane, and for all 
_ flashlights, also package Very pistol cartridge of each color were desired. 

Shortly. after noon the same day the "Questicn Merk" advised that they were 
afraid of weather closing in at Rockwell and Metropolitan and requested a re- 


fuel operation be made ovér National City, and then decided to go on to Imperial. 


Refueling Crew No. 1 took off for. Imnerial to’ accompany the "Question Mark" 
and shortly thereafter three 028 from the 1lth Bombardment Squadron, a Govern- 
ment Dodge car end private cars of Mr.Sgt. Neiswander and Staff Sgt. Lester were 
pressed into service tc transfer necessary personnel and supplies to Imperial 
to establish a base at that point. Captein Elmendorf and Lieut. Roth proceeded 
to Imperial in PW-9Ds. A high grnund wind at the Imperial Airport made it dif- 
ficult for the "Question Mark" crew to drop their messages accurately from the 
altitude at which they were flying. 

January 4, 1929; 

"Question Mark" advised at 6:46 A M they would return to the vicinity of 
Rockwell Field. However, after returning to Metropolitan Airport "Question 
Mark" stated the gas lines from the wing tanks were lesking inside the fuselage 
at the valves, and requested some red lead. Contact was made shortly thereafter 
with the "Question Merk" transferring red lead, soap and shellac for fixing 
gasoline tenk. At 9:40 PM thet-evening stated they had some missing cylinders, 
could not tell how many, but cen only take on 100 gals. at a time, avery two 
hours 9-11-1-3-5, and further stated might be able to limp through util morn- 

' ing and replace plugs but unable to do anything tonight.. 

January:6, 1929; 

On making contact with the Soubattal Merk" at 1:00 AM, after transferring 
110 gals. gas, upon pulling in the hose a message was found tied to the end of 
the hose advising no more gas needed until daylight unless Very pistol signal 
given. 

At 10:16 AM "Question Merk! advised motors laboring heavily. Last night 
a number of. plugs fouled’ but by opening up throttle they cleared themselves. 
However, the strain on the motors must have been heavy. "Question Mark" further 
Stated they may land today, tonight, tomorrow, etc., and at this writing it 
seems it is just a question or hours. ; 

January 7, 1929: 











10:00 AM contect was: made with the "Question Mork" after being in contact 
for about six minutes, during which time about 100 gals. gas were transferred 
contact was broken due to rough air. Contact was again established but gasoline 
level was too low to start flow successfully. Contact was again made several 
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nours later but "Question Merk" broke contect efter taking but 50 goals. gas 
and waved refueling plane away. Then request was made to send up 50 gals. gas 
hourly until forced to land as the left motor was acting badly. At 2 PM the 
"Question Merk" seemed-to beclosing altitude and was seen from the ground to 
be dumping gasoline. At this time, by the use of field glasses, it could be 
seen that the propeller of the left motor was dead. The "Qiistion Mark" con- 
tinued to lose altitude in the southern extremety of the field. 

At 2:07:01 PM after a beautiful glide, the wheels of the "Question Mark" 
again touched the earth in a perfect landing after completing a total of 150 
hours, 40 minutes, 14 seconds continuous sustained flight. 

Attached is a table of contents showing the number of contacts in the 
order made, giving time, place, crew and other pertinent data. The time of 
contact, the duration of minutes, and the number of gallons of gasoline trans- 
ferred are all approximate, but any variation.is negligible. In each case of 
gasoline contact, 20 gallons extra were loaded for wastage and the amount of 
gas remaining in tanks at end of contact measured. 

The following high points noted during the refueling flight are given as 
they apoear to the ground versonnel, and are recorded as difficulties which 
could be possibly avoided in future refueling flights. + 

Adaptability: The one thing which stood cut above all others -was the 
adaptability of the refueling scheme used, i.e., use of a large transport with 
a hole cut in the bottom as a mother ship and the ships to be refueled flying 
directly underneath this opening. 

Transferring of practically any type of supplies from one plane to the 
other. This was especially evident after the failure of the oil system cn. the 
C-ls to properly deliver oil and the change at the last minute to lower oil 
in five gallon containers. 

It appeared from reports of the’ refueling crew of each ship that a better 
system of lowering the hose for gasoline and oil could be devised. The hose 
used required a large amount of physical exertion and was very tiring to the 
personnel in the Cals; the second place the flow of gasoline was not as fast as 
could be expected. It took considerable time to start the flow and did not 
start effectively unless there was a very good head in the tank. Some system 
of using a small hose with the gas under pressure appears feasible. 

The transfer of oil could undoubtedly be made quickly through a hose of 
rather small diameter in case the oil in the tank is placed under slight 
pressure. 

It also appears that the extra weight of a generator to be used in keep- 
ing storage battery charged and for radio communication would be of a logical 
step. In case batteries should be transferred it would appear better to use 
a two six volt tatteries for the transfer instead of one twelve-velt. 

It was apparent from the beginning that the success of the operation must 
necessarily depend, in a very large degree, upon the efficiency of ground organ- 
ization. With this end in view, Captdn 4.M. Elmendorf, Air Corps, was placed 
in command of all Ground Operations. 

Practically the entire personnel of Rockwell Field was made available for 
assignment to this Ground Organization. The accompanying list marked enclosure 
No. 2, sets out in detail the duties of each individual connected with this 
flight. Attache’ also copies of Refueling Operations Orders, Nos. 1 and 2, 
and newspaper clippings. 

LIST S'.WING OFFICFRS AND ENLISTED PERSONNEL CONNECTED 
ivi 4 GROUND OPERATIONS OF REFUELING PROJECT 

















Name and Rank Duties  _ 

Capt. H.4. Elmendorff Officer in Charge Ground Operations 
lst Lt. Odas Moon ; Pilot Refueling Crew No. 2 

lst Lt. A.C. Strickland Crew RC No. l 

end Lt. I.A. Woodring . . #  @ gy 

end Lt. J.G. Hopkins ; 7 " * @ 

end Lt. A.F. Solter am 

lst Lt. C.P. Kane Press Relations and Recording Officer 
2nd Lt. F.W. Ott Rep. N.A.A. - Recording Officer 

end Lt. J.S. Stowell Recording Officer Metro. Airport 
end Lt. R.V. Williams - Pilot Blackboard Plane 

end Lt. H.W. Keefer " " " 

lst Lt. A.F. Roth " " . 

end Lt. N.Y. Ives . " " 
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Name and Rank (Cont.) .. Datics : 
Capt. E.C, Black Night Airdrome officer 

and Lt. K.J. Gregg om wo " 

lst Lt. R.W. Clark " it " 

Ist Lt. BR. Dallas " " " 

lst Lt. E.M. Robbins . | Supply officer 

end Lt. W.C. Kingsbury : Ferry Pilot 

and “t.:H.C. Lichtenberger . 

end Lt. R.wW. Stewart Bie. Fe 


end Lt. H.R. Baxter __ Rise il® 

Mr. Wm. H. Duthie -.Crew Chief RC No. 2 

Mr. Joseph Schott Grourid ‘Crew RC No. 2 

Mr. Sgt. Neiswander Line: Chief 

, " Adams Charge’ PW-9Ds - Rockwell 
Stf.Sgt. Medcalf Hose Detail " 

" " Oliver Crew Chief RF No.1. - Rockwell 
* " Tester Charge Oil Heating - Rockwell 
Sgt. Olson . Charge loading crew 

" A.L. Hanmer Landing Crew 

" F.W. Roy i" " 

° Lee White - Asst. Crew Chief RC No. 1 

. Peter Berg Oli Detail. 0°... 

" Charbough ' Charge food, water, batteries 
i" Fred Chance Ground crew RC No. 2. 

° M.E. Smith - Lookout, Metro.Airport Crew PW-9Ds. 


A.J. Dominick . 


Cpl. Joe Beta 
" 


C.A. Davis © 
A:S. Bertenshaw 
Edgar Moody 

E, Wilton 
Wade Ditmore 
Lee Kreitz 


Pvt. Wm.4. Palmer 


Gas tank operator. 


Loading Crew 
_ an othe ; 
Lookout & crew PW-9Ds,Metro.Airport 
oT “1 y " '"! '" 
P-9Ds crew - Rockwell 
Hose Detail -— Rockwell 


Telephone orderly - Rockwell 


Loading Crew 


" J.R.Adams : Oil Crew 

" Sterling White . Truck Driver : 
. John Bouzek Lookout and Crew PW-9Ds Metro.Airport 
P J.L. Neiwich Dodge driver 

" R.O. Peone ; Gas truck operator 

° J.H. Smith Night .crew PW-9D - Rockwell 
" L.J. Jun ae " oat it 

1" T.S. Adams " " 4 “es 

" C.L.Hobbs M.. e. " " 

* A.B. Congrove ‘Cleaning C-1 Detail © 

24 C.A. Decker ‘Messenger at Rockwell 


Elmer Brown 
W.L. Freeman 
Ross Peck 
J.W. Yollowell 


WW 1 
Telephone orderly 
Asst. to Mr. Adamson, Press Relations 
Guard and Orderly. 


and guard 


Ground Crew RC.No. 2. 


Set. Jos. Montanna 
---000--- 


COMMERCIAL AVIATION IN COSTA RICA 


Lieut. Donald E. Duke, whose regular station is the Boston, Mass. Airport, 
recently arrived at France Field, Panama Canal Zone, with the Loening Amphibian 
cabin plane to be used in connection with the mail and passenger service con- 
ducted by the Pan American Airways in Costa Rica. Immediately upon his ; 
arrival, a crew was assigned the job of uncrating and assembling the plane. The 
plane was assembled and tested on December 27th, and Lieut. Duke took off for 
San Jose on the following day. } 
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FRANCE FIELD AIRMEN PAY VISIT TO COSTA RICA 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


A flicht from France Field, Panama Canal Zone, to San Jose, Costa Rica, was 
made by members of the field between the dates of December 29th and Jamary lst. 

On December 29th a flight of 15 airplanes, consisting of three bombers, six 
observation type and six pursuit planes, left France Field enroute to San Jose, 
Costa Rica. The flight consisted of the following officers and enlisted men: 
Lieut.-Colonel AG. Fisher, Major 2.D. Prescott, Caytains 4.P. Sullivan, Armin F. 
Herold, Sarmel C. Skemp, lst Lieuts. Orin J. Bushey, Clarence H. Welch, Robert T. 
Cronau, Richard K, LeBrou, David R. Stinson, Rufus 3. Davidson, Joseph P. Bailey, 
Harrison G. Crocker, Henry F. Sessions, Charles G. Howard, Don W. Mayme, Robert 
3. Williams, James M. Fitzmaurice, Charles G. Pearcy, <nd Lieuts. John N. Jones, 
Frank K. Park, Staff Sergeants John Chowaniec, Harrison Stack, Raymond Iutz, 
George W. Edwards, Oliver EB. Kins, Sergeants Milton H. Hawkins and William 3. 
Wright. It was planned to take Major Carlyle H. Wash, but just prior to the trip 
he was seized with a violent attack of rheumatism which prevented his going. This 
enabled Lieut. Donald F. Fritch to be a member of the flight. 

The flight took off in the following order; Pursuit, Observation and Bombard- 
ment. The Bombardment, having sufficient gas capacity to make the entire trip to 
San Jose without stopping, was directed to pass over the flying field at David 
where the other »lanes were calling for gasoline, and unless we waved them down 
by reason of bad weather forecast, they were authorized to proceed on the trip. 
The Pursuit and Observation planes arrived at David at 8:55 a.m, after a flight 
of two hours and ten mimites. Weather renorts from San Jose and Puntarenas were 
delivered on the field, and as these were favorable the bombardment planes were 
allowed to contime on their way vhen they passed over the field at 9:45. All 
planes were off again from David by 10:30 a.m, The Pursuit planes, cutting 
across the mountains, were the first in at San Jose, arriving there after a 
flight of one hour and 50 mimtes from Tavid. Immediately following them, the 
bombardment planes landed, and by the time they had taxied out of the way, our 
new observation ships, the O2-H's (of which we took a flight of three) were 
coming in to land. Following them, the DH's landed, all ships being on the 
ground by 1:00 p.m. The time consumed by the observation type was four hours 
and ten mimtes actual flying time, and by the pursuit type three hours and 
thirty mimutes actual flying time. 

The altitude of the field and City of San Jose is about 4,000 feet. The 
field is surrounded by trees and high tension lines on three sides and wireless 
towers on the fourth side. The thin air’and the many obstacles make it a rather 
tricky field in which to land. The planes came in safely, however, except the 
last DH, which struck a rough spot on the field and broke a tail skid. In going 
over this plane immediately after landing, we discovered that, in addition, there 
was a crack in the housing of its left cam shaft assembly, so a radiogram was im- 
mediately sent to the Commanding Officer, France Field, requesting that these two 
parts be sent up as soon as possible, suggesting the use of two PW's for that 
purpose. Early next morning we received a radiogram that these two PW's were on 
the way, piloted by Lieuts. Pardce Martin and Hugh C. Downey, 3y one o'clock 
they were on the field, and by 4:00 p.m. the DH was as good as new. 

The country between DJavid and San Jose is wild, and apparently for the most 
part uninhabited. Part of the time wo were passing over mountain ranges as high 
as 6,000 feet in altitude. At other times we skirted the edges of the Pacific 
Ocean. A great difference was noted between the Atlantic, which we had left 
early in the morning, and the Pacific. The Atlantic at this time of the year is 
very rough with heavy swells, while the Pacific was as peaceful and calm as any 
inland lake. Hardly a ripple could be noticed along the shore. 

We were met at the field in Costa Rica by the U.S. Minister to Costa Rica, 
Mr. Roy T. Davis; President Cleto Gonzales Viquez of Coata Rica and his Cabinet; 
and practically the entire populaticn of the city, which is said to be around 
50,000. We were then taken in charge by different members of the President's 
official family and extended every courtesy that could be thought of. This con- 
timed throughout our entire stay. 

A certain amount of courtesy mail was taken up by our flight - one bag to 
his Drittanic Majesty's Minister to Costa Rica, and a bag to the United States 
Minister to Costa Rica, Mr. Davis. 

On the morning of the 30th all officers were received by the United States 
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Minister and later by the President of Costa Rica and his Cabinet. That same 
evening a dinner was given by the President to all tho members of the flight at 
the Union Club. : 


Immediately after the recention by the President on the morning of the 


‘30th, the entire party proceeded to the flying field. In the meanwhile, Lieut. 


Duke had arrived with the Pan-American Airways Amphibian, and had made a success- 
ful landing on the field. Three pursuit ships were sent up under Pilots LeBrou, 
Williams and Pearcy, who did some formation flying and other maneuvers. The 
Costa Ricans had never seen anything like this before, and all were highly en- 
thused. After about 15 minutes! flying, the pursuit ships landed and the 
President and six members of the Cabinet were given rides in L3-5's. This was 
the President's first trip, and he was flown over his birthplace and the sur- 
rounding towns, getting a flight of about one hour. While this flight was in 
the air, Licut. Duke with the amphibian attempted to take off. He had loaded 
the ship with a full supply of gasoline, all the outgoing mail and three pas- 
sengers. On his first attempt he was not able to get out. of the field, so he 
returned to the starting point, unloaded one of the passengers and some of the 
mail and again took off. 3y reason of the heavy load he was unable to clear 
the royal palm trees at the far end of the field and was consequently compelled 
to cut his ignition and let the plane drop, this to save life. The plane was 
completely wrecked, although no one was hurt. 

Following luncheon, we attended one of the bull-baiting affairs. This is 
very different from the ordinary bullfight of Spanish an“ Mexican custom. + is 
held in a large arena and the "fight" is somewhat as follows; 

Several hundred of the natives, buoyed up by holiday spirits (and in mmer- 
ous cases other spirits) enter the ring. They wear no uniforms of any sort and 
carry no weapons. When the crowd in the arena is sufficiently large, the "bull" 
(an ox with sawed-off horns and a belt of tacks around his middle to lend him 
pep) is admitted, after which a general scattering occurs. The point of the 
game is to see who can let the bull come closest to him and not get mrt. The 
bull gallops madly around the ring, knocking over an occasional unfortunate who 
has slightly misjucged his distance. <As-a rule, however, a:ypath forms through 
the crowd as if by magic as the animal apnroaches. 

Occasionally a particularly ambditious bull is admitted, after which a gen- 
eral fence climbing takes ylace. The fence being inadequate for everybody, the 
rest attempt to hide behind the few poles scattered around the arena. These, 
too, are insufficient, and the lines behind them are sometimes twelve to fifteen 
men indepth, These lines swing around the pole like the hands of a clock as 
the bull approaches. If the men on the end of the line are too slow, the bull 
occasionally nips a few of them off as he passes. In addition to the amsement 
furnished by this "bull-dodging," there are usually several little individual 
fights going on in different parts of the arena which are subject to immediate 
postponement if the "bull" comes too close. During the course of the afternoon 
about five or six bukls are admitted. When one tires out, he is retired and a 
fresh one brought on. The whole porsormance lasts about two-and-a-half hours, 
which pass very quickly. 

On: the morning of the 3lst we again had some flying by the same three 
pursuit pilots. After this we were taken-for an automébile ride to Cartago, 
about twelve miles away, where we called on a former President of Costa Rica. 
That night we were guests again of the Governient at a grand ball even to see 
the old year out and the new year in. 

All planes, except one 02-H, were off by 9:00 a.m. on the morning of Jan. 
lst, and all except two pursuit planes were in David by 12:00 noon. Having 
sufficient gas, Lieuts. Williams and LeB3rou did not stop but proceeded directly 
to France Field. 

One 02-H, which had taken Lieut. Duke to Port Limon on the morning of his 
accident, landed on the beach at Port Limon and taxied over a soft spot, went 
over on its nose, bending its propeller tips. It was found impracticable to 
straighten them at this place, so the flight came home without this ship, or 
which Lieut. Frank K. Park was the pilot. Upon our arrival at France Field a 
propeller and a mechanic were taken to Fort Limon by a United Fruit boat. The 
mechanic arrived on the morning of the third, changed the propeller at once, and 
Lieut. Park with his 02-H was at France Field again by four o'clock that after- 
noon. 

It is believed that this trip has done a great deal of good in the way of 
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promoting friendly relations between Costa Rica and the United States. We were 
informed by a mmber of Americans up there that there had been a decided change 
in tone within the twenty-four hours following our arrival in Costa Rica. There 
had never been more than two or three ships in San Jose before at one time and 
it appeared indeed, as the President cxpressed it, "a great day in the history 
of Costa Rica." 

From the point of cross-country training, the trip was a commlete success. 
Seventeen planes made the round trip without serious difficulty. Only two offi- 
cers of this command had flown farther north than David, R. de P., and, there- 
fore, this trip afforded an excellent Opportunity for almost half of the flying 
personnel stationed here to acquaint themselves with the air route between 
David and San Jose, as well as the possibilities of landing in this new country. 

---000--- 


LIEUT. ENT TO RECEIVE THE "CHENEY AWARD." y 


Performing an act of valor and self sacrifice which the Cheney Award 3oard 
stated to be worthy of the highest commendation, 2nd Lieut. Uzal G. Ent, Air 
Corps, was designated to receive the Cheney Award for the year 1928. As a re- 
sult of this recormendation of the Board, which consisted of 3rigadier-General 
senjamin D. Foulois, Assistant Chief of the Air Corps; Major L.W. McIntosh, 
Executive, and Major Ira Longanecker, Chief of the Information Division, and the 
ayproval of Major-Ceneral James EH. Fechet, Chief of the Air Corns, Lieut. Ent 
is to receive a cash award of $500, a bronze plaque with his name engraved 
thereon, and an engraved Certificate of Award. 

The coniuct of Lieut. Ent, which the Joard was unanimous in characterizing 
as the most outstanding and meritorious act performed by an individual eligible 
for consideration for the Cheney Award, was displayed by him during the Nationa’ 
Elimination Ralloon Race which started from Bettis Field, Pittsburgh, Pa., on 
May 30, 1928. As aide to Lieut. Paul Evert, Air Corps, pilot of the Air Corps 
entry in the Race, Lieut. Eut evidenced courage, daring and heroism which re- 
flected great credit not only upon himself but upon the Army of the United 
States. 

Shortly folloving the start of the Race, and vhile at an anproximate alti- 
-tude of 1200 feet over Youngwood, Pa., a severe electrical storm was encounter- 
ed by the aeronauts. The balloon was either struck by lightning or received a 
heavy charge of electricity, as a resvlt of which Lieut. Evert was instantly 
killed, the balloon set on fire and Lieut. Ent shocked to such an extent that 
his left leg and right arm were momentarily paralyzed. After he managed to 
strugzle to his fect, he endeavored to revive his companion, but his efforts 
proved ineffective. He felt the pulse of the unconscious airman and thought at 
the time that he was alive. Meanwhile the burning balloon was descending at 
an alarming rate of speed with the likelihood of exploding at any moment. 

Had he considered his personal safety alone, Tieut. Ent could have jumped 
from the balloon and landed safely with his parachute but, relieved of his 
weight, the balloon would have ascended and, after burning, would have had a 
dead fall of several thousand feet, destroying whatever spark of life might have 
remained in Lieut. Evert's body. Not being certain of Lieut. Evert's condition, 
however, Lieut. Ent risked death when he chose to remain with the balloon. 3y 
throwing out of the balloon basket all the available ballast, he succeeded in 
checking its rapid desceut and landed on the bank of a stream with but little 
jar. When the balloon was about 15 feet off the ground, the gas bag had com- 
pletely burned away from the basket. The oody of Lieut. Evert was recovered anc 
first aid treatment immediately rendered but, unfortunately, to no avail. 

Lieut. Fnt is the second member of the Air Corps to receive the Cheney 
Award, the first one being presented to Master Sergeant Harry Chapman last year 
for conspicuous bravery in the Airship ROMA disaster which occurred in February, 
1921. 

The Cheney Award was established in memory of lst Lieutenant William i. 
Cheney, sir Corps, who was killed in an air collision at Foggia, Italy, January 
20, 1918. The donors of this award are Mrs. Mary L.C. Schofield, Peterboro,N.F. 
and Mrs. Ruth Cheney Streeter, of Morristom, WN.J., the mother and sister of th: 
deceased officer. Jointly they have set aside a trust fund of $15,000, the 
interest accruing therefrom to be used to make up the award, which is to be 
bestowed anmally by the Chief of the Air Corps for an act of valor or of ex- ~ 
treme fortitude or self sacrifice in a humanitarian interest, not necessarily 0’ 
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a military nature, which shall have been performed in connection with aircraft. 
Those eligible to receive it are officers of the Air Corps and the Air Reserve 
as well as enlisted men of the Air Corps and Reserve, and the widow or next of 
kin in the event of a posthumous award. 

A die of suitable design has been made, and each year the award is made a 
bronze plaque is struck off, the name of the recipient engraved thereon, and 
the memento presented to him together with an engraved Certificate of Award and 
a sum of money. Although the income from the trust fund exceeds $500 anmally, 
the donors decided to limit the cash award to that sum in the case of a single 
individual and to place the balance in a sinking fund to be used at such time 


‘as two or more individuals are recommended jointly for the award. 


Lieut. Ent was born at North Underland, Pa., March 3, 1900. Attending the 
Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, Pa., he left School to enlist in the 
Aviation Section, Signal Corps, during the war. He served as a Private, 


_Corporal and Sergeant in the lighter-than-air branch of the Air Corps until he 


received appointment as a cadet at the United States Military Academy. 

_ Graduating from the Military Academy in 1924, he expressed preference for 
service in the Air Corps. He graduated from the Salloon and Airship School, 
Scott Field, I1l1., and was rated Salloon Observer and Airship Pilot on June 26, 


1926. In 1925 he pursued the line and staff course at the Chemical Warfare 


School. He was on duty at Scott Field, I1l., as Personnel Adjutant until 

September, 1926, when he was transferred to Langley Field, Va. Lieut. Ent re- 

cently graduated as Snecial Observer from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly 

Field, Texas. He is still on duty at Langley Field, Va. 

‘ His heroic conduct in the Balloon Race resulted in his being recommended 

for the Distinguished Flying Cross, which was recently awarded to hin. 
---000--- 


Wan DEPARTMZNT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION - Colonel Theodore Baldwin, Jr., from Hars. 2nd Corps 
Area, Governors Island, N.Y. to Hqrs. 4th Corps Area, Atlanta, Ga., June 30,'2S. 

Capt. Aubrey I. Eagle relieved from detail with Organized Reserves, 9th 
Corps Area, and to duty with Air Corps Detachment, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

end Lieut. John P. Kirkendall, Scott Field, to Hawaii, sailing from New 

York about March 8, 1929. 

Captain Floyd N. Shumaker, Crissy Field; lst Lieuts. Thomas M. Lowe,3rooks 
Field; Walter T. Meyer, Kelly Field; Auby C. Strickland, Rockwell Field; 2nd 
Lieut. Richard H. Dean, Kelly Field, to Hawaiian Dept., sailing about April 25. 

lst Lieut. Harold L. George, Office Chief of Air Corps, to duty in 

Hawaiian Department, sailing from New York about March 8, 1929. 

Captain Wm. 0. Sutler, Scott Field; 2nd Lieut. George H. Steel, Phillips 
Field, Md., to duty in Philippines, sailing from New York abowt May 3, 1929. 

lst Lieut. Leslie F. Young, Langley Field; 2nd Lieut. Rowland Kieburtz, 

Scott Field, to Hawaiian Department, sailing from New York about April 2,1929. 

. Unon completion of tour of duty in Hawaiian Department, Captain Lotha A. 
Smith and lst Lieut. Joseph T. Morris to proceed to Selfridge Field, Mich.; lst 
Lieut. Robert J. Brown to Langley Field; lst Lieut. Charles D. McAllister to 
Wright Field; lst Lieut. George W. Polk, Jr. to Brooks Field; lst Lieut. Leon E 
Sharon and 2nd Lieut. Gilbert L. Tefft to March Field; 2nd Lieut. Lee Q. Wasser 
to Rockwell Field. 

Unon completion of tour of duty in Panama ist Lieut. Orin J. Bushey to 
proceed to Scott Field, Ill. for duty. 

Unon completion of tour of duty in the Philipnines, Captain George L.Usher 
to proceed to Langley Field, Ya.; lst Lieut. George W. Goddard to Wright Field, 
Dayton, 0.: lst Lieut. Charles 3. deShields, 88th Observation Squadron, Poss 
Field, Fort Sill, Okla. to Phillips Field, Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Md. 

Major Martin F. Scanlon, upon completion present course of instruction at 
Command and General Staff Sciiool, Fort Leavenworth, to London, Eng., for duty 
as Assistant Military Attache for Air. 

lst Lieut. Louis N. Eller,relieved from detail as instructor National 
Guard, Hartford, Conn., to Mitchel Field for duty until about June 6, 1929, 
when he will sail for Panama Cenal Zone for duty. 

lst Lieut. Wm. C. Farnum, 2nd Div., Fort Sam Houston, Texas, to Minneapoli: 
Minn., for duty with Organized Reserves, 7th Corps Area, about June 1, 1929. 
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Major Jenner Y. Chisum, Pet pfield Air Depot, to Washington, D.C., for duty 
in Office Chief of Air Corps. 

; Upon comletion of present course of instruction at Ecole de Guerre, Paris, 
France, Major Earl L. Naicen to: preceed to Washington, D.C., for duty as 
Instructor at Army War Colle.e. 

lst Lieut. Lyman P. Whitten to March Field, Calif., upon completion of tour 
of duty in Hawaii. 

lst Lieut. Harrison G. Riieciaes ‘to Wright Field, Dayton, 0., upon completion 
of tour of duty in Panama. ¢ 

lst Lieut. James 4. Woodruff to Wright Field, 0., upon comletion of tour 
of duty in Philipnines. 

lst Lieut. Harold D. Smith, Fort Leave nvorth, Kans to Panama Canal 
Denartment, sailing from San Francisco about Mey 18. 

lst Licut. Charles Douglas, léth Obs. Squadron, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, to 
Philipyines, sailine from San Francisco about May 25, 1929. 

lst Lieut. Carl WV. Pyle, March se Calif., to Hawaiian Department, sail- 
ing from San Francisco avout May 24, 15929. 

RELIEVED FAiOM DeYAIL TO ATR COnPS - 2nd Lieut. Merrow E. Sorley, Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, to <9th Engineers at that station. 

end Lieut. Lewis S. Kirkpatrick to 2&th Infantry, Fort Huacmca, Ariz. 

end Lieut. Thomas J. Yoran, Ft. Sam Houston, Tex. to 29th Infantry, Fort 
Benning, Ga. 

end Lieut. Robert W. Stika, Fort Sam Houston, Texas, to 54th Infantry at 
Fort Eustis, Va. , 

DETAILED TO THE AIR CORDS : ~ 2ud Lieut. David S. Sangoma, Infantry, to 
srooks Field, Texas, March 1, 1929, for training. 

PROMOTIONS - Major Archie W. 3arry to Lient. Colonel, to rank from 1-7-29 

lst Lieut. Josevh L. Strozme to Captain, to rank from December 21, 1928. 

lst Lieut. Rudolph W. Propst.to Captain, to rank from Jamary 9, 1929. 

2nd Lieut. Albert F. Glenn to lst Lieut., rank from December 13, 1928. 

= Lieut. Earle Z. Partridge to lst Lieut., rank from December 15, 1928. 

MANSFERS = 2nd Lieut. Walter.S. Lee, Infan try, to dir Compe, December 26, 
1928, er rank from June 30, 1926, 

ASSIGNMENTS - lst Lieut. Reuven C. Moffat, in adcuition to other duties, to 
duty with Department of Commerce for one year in connection with work of promot- 
ing civil aviation. 

end Lieut. James V. Thompson, Infantry, detailed to Air Corps, and to pro- 
ceed to Brooks Field, Texas, for duty as student, Yrimary Flying School, 3-1-29. 

RESIGNATION - lst Lieut. Floyd Albert Iundell, Jamiary 14, 1929. 

---000--— 


HAZY FLYING CONDITIONS IN VICINITY OF MITCHEL FIELD 


Pilots contemplating flights to Mitchel Field, %.I., New York, during the 
winter months should remember that when the weather is universally excellent 
througheut these parts, there usually settles down over Long Island a denge haze 
toward early evening. This haze is often thickest around xockaway, where it 
merges with the smoke from industrial plants in Brooklyn; but once past that 
place the haze affords fair vertical visibility, even through the horizontal 
visibility is less than a half mile. 

---000--- 


NEWSPAPER COMMLNT ON THE FURLOW sILL 


The Washington POST on Sunday, January 27th, published the following edi- 
torial: 

: "According to the magazine Aviation, Capt. Lowell Smith, United States Army 
Air Corps, plans to obtain a year's leave of absence during which he will manage 
an interisland airline in Hawaii. If the project is successful, it is intimated 
that Capt. Smith may resign to devote his entire attention to commercial 
aviation, 

Capt. Smith: is one of the famous service aviators. In 1924 he led the 
round-the-world flight and he is the onty member of its personnel still in the 
service. One by one the round-the-world fliers resigned their commissions to 
accept employment with commercial aviation colpanies, in each case because of 
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dissatisfaction with the opnortunities for advancement under the present Army 
promotion system. 

The Furlow bill, designed to immrove the »romotion situation in the Air 
Corps by placing flying officers on a senarate nromotion list, and authorizing 
promotion in each instance after snecified years of service, has passed the 
House. The Senate may see in Capt. Smith's renorted plan to resign the reasons 
underlying the drafting of the bill. Army aviators should not be restricted to 
the general promotion Liat. Unlike other branches of the service, the Air 
Corps, so far as fatalities are concerned, stands in the vosition of being con- 
timally at war, and its officers should be accorded special treatment. 

‘Other measures having to do with the difficult subject of Army promotions 
are before Congress, but the Furlow bill is the only one to bear general 
endorsement." 


---000--- 


THE FLIGHT TUTOR 
Sy A.M. Jacons 


It is not an easy thing for most of us to recall the days when we were 
learning to spell "dog" and "cat," but the memory of the primer vhich seemed 
then the acme of all learning often remains strangely familiar. No douvt the 
"orimer plane," now nearing completion in the Materiel Division Laboratories, 
will some day hold the same associations in the minds of fliers of the future. 
Need for a further aid than now exists in the preliminary training of flight, 
a step vetween the ground tests and the first handling of the controls in the 
air, has long been felt in training centers, and the primer plane has been de- 
Signed to fill this need. 

This plane consists of a small fuselage body with rudder, elevator, and 
aileron control surfaces. These surfaces are fully movable under the operation 


. Of standard airplane controls installed in the fuselage body, and the plane it- 


self is sent "flying" in the slipstream of a tractor propeller driven by a 15 
horsepower electric motor, mounted forvmard in the fuselage of the primer plane 
as is the engine in the actual airplane. 

The plane itself is mounted in a double tripod frame twenty feet high. The 
height of the car gives a sense of disassociation with the ground and a certain 
horizon perspective. ‘While the student becomes familiar with the features of 
flying that at first are ant to be confusing - the blast of air, the racket of 
the propeller, the rocking, tinning motions of flight - he is also becoming used 
to the response of actual flying controls. Feet on the rudder bar, control 
stick in hand, the student can cause the primer plane to assume any position an 
airplane could take in flight and can get the "feel" of the controls and the 
different movements of the plane with the assurance of safety while he is 
learning. an instrument board equipned with commass, clock, tachometer, air 
sxeed indicator, inclinorster, bank and turn indicator, in short, the standard 
flight instruments, enables him to form the habit of automatic reference to the 
board in all attitudes of flight. 

From the instructor's: point of view also, the primer plane will be extreme- 
ly helpful. He will be able to observe closely the student's reactions, his 
natural adaptability to flying. If he notes some fault in manipulation, or 
wishes to demonstrate a point, he may stop the plane at any time for directions 
or explanations. 

3y placing a hood over the student's head, shutting off the horizon, sky 
and ground, blind flying may be taught by having the student recover from 


various attitudes back to normal by instrument reference only. 


A final advantage of the primer plane will be its low cost of construction 
in comparison with other forms of equilabrator. This will make it possible for 
National Guard, Air Corps Reserve, and other such organizations to obtain them, 
no doubt, and to give their fliers the benefit of this preliminary instruction. 

--=000--- 


An informal dinner was tendered Major Carl W. Spatz and other members of 
the crew of the Army plane Question Mark upon its arrival Jan. 2end at 
Shreveport, La., from Midland, Texas. The Chamber of Commerce was host at the 


dinner, to vhich the public generally was invited as a special courtesy to the 
airplane crew. 
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LANGLEY FIELD LOSES TWO YOUNG OFFICERS 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


The tragedy that cost the lives of two of our new officers and threw gloom 
over the entire “nd Bombarcment Group occurred on the morning of Jamuary Sth. 
Second Lieutenant Harry James Osterman, as pilot, and Second Lieutenant Dean 
Vance Johnston, as observer, both reserve officers, took off in a DH-4M-2 
(Supercharger) at 9:20 a.m. for Rollinz Field. The weather was quite foggy. 
Two hours later a radio message vas received from Bolling Field requesting in- 
formation on these two officers. Shortly after this message a telegram came in 
from Keathsville, Va., stating that a plane had crashed and burned and both oc- 
cupants were dead. The field was very apnrehensive and immediately sent offi- 
cers to investigate. shortly thereafter they sent back the sad information 
that Lieuts. Osterman ard Tohnson were the ones who'had crashed and that their 
bodies were burned beyond recognition. 5 

It seems that Licuts. Osterman and Johnson were off their course and tempo 
rarily lost, and so decided to find a rield, lanc, and ascertain their wherc- 
abouts. They circlod low over one field and waved to a farmer, then proceeded 
to another end were circling it at about 150 feet, when evidently they stalled 
and fell off into a start of a sxin. They crashed nose first and burst ito 
flames instantly. ‘hen found, both were in their cocimits. 

These two officers wore high type high type young men and had gained the 
respect and admiration of the whole Group in the short period they were here. A 
toast to them - "They died with their chutes on in line of their devoted duty." 
Words carnot express the deeo resret fclt by the whole Group, for the loss of 
two such fine young officers as Licuts. Osterman and Johnston. 

Lieut. Dean Vance Johnston, Air Reserve, wag porn December 13, 1902. He 

raduated from the University of Nebraska in 1925 with the degree of Bachelor of 
Science. Enlisting as a Flying Cadet on October 18, 1927, he entered the 
Primary Flying School at Brooks Field with a spirit and determination such as 
not many men possess. His classmates say that the harder the job, the more 
enerey and determination Lieut. Jchnson exerted to make it a success. His 
dauntless courage and cheerfulness won him the resnect and sincere friendship 
of all his classmates and instructors. Gradnating from Brooks Field in June, 
1928, he contimued his training at the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
where he mace many more close friends. Ho intended making the Army his career, 
so upon graduation from Keily Field he entered upon a tour of active duty, ex- 
pecting to take the examination for a commission in the Regular Arny at the 
first opportunity. The day he gradmated he was married to a San Antonio girl, 
and after a honeymoon of two reeks he reported at Langley Field, Va., with his 
young bride. Assigned to the 49th Bombardment Scmadron, Licut. Johnston imme- 
diately took great interest in his work. The young covple were very happy and 
made many new friends in a short time. Mrs. Johnston, broken-hearted, left for 
San Antonio two days after her hmsbvard's death, taking his remains back to her 
home where he waés buricd. Licut. “nlteor B. Agee, a classmate of Lieut. 
Johnston's, escorted the body to San Antonio. 

Lieut. Harry Janes Osterman, Air Reserve, was born on November 29, 1903, 
at McKeesport, Pa. Leaving the University of Pittsburgh after his second year, 
he went to Florida and was actively engaged in the real estate business in 
St. Petersburg. ter he was manager of the North and South Carolina territory 
of the Kalamazoo Looseleaf Birder Ccorp., with offices in Charlotte, N.C. While 
he was working in this capacity he tool: the cxamination for appointment as a 
flying cadet, passed, and entered the Prinery Fiying School at Brooks Field in 
October, 1927, A ycar later he graduated fror the Advanced Flying School at 
Kelly Field. He was very popular and well liked by all his classmates, being 
sheerful and optimistic during those herd months of training. Upon graduating, 
he had intended entering commercial aviation, but changed his plans at the last 
moment and accepted active duty as a Reserve Officer because of the valuable 
training and experience to be gained with a tactical orgarizetion. He joined 
the Group on November 14th and was assigned to the 49th Bombardment Squadron. 
Despite the short time he was with us, he made many friends ani was well liked 
and respected by all who came in contact with him. A clean living man and 
@ friead to all mankind was Lient. Osterman. The whole Service as well as the 
end Bombardment Group regret the loss of such a man, and his many friends 
mourn his passing from this world. Lieut. Osterman was unmarried. His remains 
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wore taken to the home of his mother at VieKeesport, Pa., by Lieut. Cassius H. 
Thomas. 


A very impressive memorial service was held at the Post Chapel for Lieuts. 
Osterman and Johnston, Lieut.-Colonel W.K. Boyd, the Chaplain, officiating. 
~~ 00ged 


DEPARTMENT COMMANDER PLEASED WITH INSPECTION OF FRANCE FIELD 


Major-General Malin Craig recently made his anmal tactical inspection of 
France Field, Panama Canal Zone, and from all indications he seemed to be very 
well pleased with the personnel and equipment thereat. The following letter of 
commendation was received by the Commanding Officer concerning this inspection: 


"Subject: Commendation as a result of Anmal Inspection. 
To; Lt. Col. A.G. Fisher, A.C., Commanding Officer, France Field, C. Z. 


1. I desire to commnicate to you, and through you to the members of your 
command, an expression of my commendation of the high standards of discipline, 
morale and training that prevail in your Post, as disclosed by my inspection of 
December 6, 1928. 

2. The general police and sanitation of the post are most creditable; the 
condition of your storerooms, in the orderly arrangements of property, cleanli- 
ness, and efficient methods emplcyed for the care and protection of supplies, 
compares most favorably with that of any which has come under my observation, 
and the condition of the barracks and messes, including the preparation of food, 
reflects great credit upon your organization commanders. This could only have 
been accomplished by wise planning and energy on your part, and intelligent and 
efficient execution by your subordinates. 

5. iI find it is difficult to select particular individuals for special 
mention, but without in any way detracting from the credit due to others, I 
desire to-call particular attention to the superior accormlishment of Captain 
Artmr F. Simonin, as regards his organization barracks and mess, and of lst 
Lieut. Don L. Hutchins on his administration of the Assembly and Repair Section 
of the Panama Air Depot. 

4, A copy of this letter will be filed by these headquarters with your 
next efficiency report. An extract copy of this letter should be furnished by 
you to Captain Arthur E. Simonin and lst Lieut. Don L. Hutchins, for enclosure 
with their next Efficiency Reports. 

MALIN CRAIG, 
Major General, sh Arny, 
Commanding. 
---000---. 


0-2 TRAISPORT PLANE FERRIED TO PANAMA 


The tri-motored Fokker Transport successfully completed its long journey 
from Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, by arrival at France Field, Panama, at 3:55 p.m. 
Jamary 16th. The big plane, which was niloted by Major Paul T. Bock, lst Lts. 
George C. McDonald and Dwight J. Canfield, Air Corps, left Wright Field on the 
morning of Jamary 9th. A heavy fog and rain necessitated a forced landing at 
Louisville, and a continuation of this weather conmelled the airmen to remain av 
that place for several days before they were able to resume their journey. The 
flight from Louisville to Panama was accomplished without incident, stops being 
made at Miami, Florida; Havana, Cuba, and Managua, Nicaragua. 

This long flight marked the first attempt of the Army Air Corps to ferry an 
airplane from the United States to a foreign possession. The three pilots are 
on duty at France Field. The two junior officers vroceeded from their home sta- 
tion to Dayton via boat and rail, secured the transport plane assigned to France 
Field, and were joined on their aerial voyage by Major Bock, who was north en 
leave of absence. The flight involved a distance of aporoximately 2900 miies. 
No report has yet been received of the actual flying time. The successful ter- 
mination of this umisual ferrying mission by the Air Corps may pave the way for 
similar projects in the future. The transport plane is the same type as that 
which was used in the non-stop flight from Oakland, Calif., to Honolulu, Hawaii, 
in May, 1927, by Lieuts. Maitland and Hegenberger, and in the recent successful 
refueling flight of over 150 hours. 
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA HONORS "QUESTION MARK" PILOT 


The War Department has been informed that the Chamber of Commerce of the 
State of Oklahoma memorialized the House of Representatives and the Senate of 
the State of Oklahoma to pass a joint resolution “honoring and commending Capt. 
Ira C. Eaker, Air Corps, United States Army, and his intrepidity and ability 
evidenced as chief pilot of the United States Army Endurance Flight * QUES TION 
MARK', The resolution continues "Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Joint 
Assembly of the Legislature of Oklahoma, the House of Representatives concurring 
therein, that the State of Oklahoma extend to and does hereby transmit its 
heartfelt congratulations, appreciation and best wishes to Captain Ira C. Eaker 
for the distinguished service he has rendered to the Army and to aviation, and 
the honors he has brought to himself, his Alma Mater and the State of Oklahoma." 

In addition to this resolution, the Chamber of Commerce of the State of 
Oklahoma has entrusted into its hands the designing of and awarding to Captain 
Eaker of the Spartan Distinguished Service Medal which is an anmal award for 
the Oklahoman or Oklahomans who distinguish themselves from a national stand- 
point in aviation. Captuin Eaker has been informed that the Senate and the 
House are preparing to receive him jointly at Oklahoma City at such time as he 
conveniently can visit the city. 

Captain Eaker was appointed jn the Army from Oklahoma, is a citizen of 
Durant, Oklahoma, and an alumms of the Southeastern State Teachers! College of 
that State. 


eae oan 
LIEUT. DOOLITTLE FLIES THROUGH SNOWSTORM 


Lieut. "Jimmy" Doolittle made his appearance in the Guggenheim Fund Vought 
Corsair the other afternoon at Mitchel Field, New York, in a blinding snowstorm, 
having come in from Buffalo through snowstorms most of the way. The News Letter 
Correspondence states that James hit his destination right on the head, as is 
usual with this sterling pilot. 

---000--- 


NEW CADETS APPOINTED FOR MARCH CLASS 


Two new classes of flying cadets will start training on March lst next at 
the Primary Flying Schools of the Army Air Corps at Brooks Field, San Antonio, 
Texas, and March Field, Riverside, Calif. 

Of the 195 designated for the course, 90 are scheduled for assignment at 
Brooks Field and 105 at March Field. Of the selected men, 16 are noncommission- 
ed officers and privates of the Regular Army, 74 are officers or enlisted men of 
the National Guard, and the remaining 105 come from civil life. Two noncommis- 
sioned officers and 11 privates of the men designated from the Regular Army are 
now members of the Air Corps while two privates belong to the Field Artillery 
and one to the Signal Corps. Approximately 20% of the 74 Cadets appointed from 
the National Guard are college graduates, while all of the 105 men designated 
from civil life are college graduates. 

Due to the limited accommodations now available at the two Primary Flying 
Schools, it was necessary for the Air Corps to adopt a policy with respect to 
the appointment of Flying Cadets, whereby preference is given, first, to enlist- 
ed men of the Air Corps, Regular Army; second, to other enlisted men of the 
Regular Army; third, to officers and enlisted men of the National Guard assigne¢ 
to Air Corps units; fourth, to other officers and enlisted men of the National 
Guard; fifth, to graduates of Air Corps Reserve Officers! Training Camps; sixth 
to college graduates of Reserve Officers! Training Corps Units of other branche: 
of the Army; seventh, to students of Air Corps Reserve Officers' Training Corps 
units who have completed their junior year; eighth, to graduates of recognized 
colleges and universities; ninth, to students in good standing of recognized 
universities who have completed their sophomore year; tenth, all others. 

In the matter of the number of Flying Cadets appointed from the various 
States, California leads with 17, the States of Texas and Washington following 
with 15 and 12, respectively. Seattle, Washington, and Washington, D.C., are 
each sending five Cadets from civil life to the Primary Schools, those from 
the western State going to March Field and those from the Capital City to Brool:r 
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Field. 


Air Corps enlisted men ordered to vroceed to Brooks Field and revort to 
the Commandant of the Primary Flying School not later than February 28th next 
are i- 

Staff Sergeant Roy F..Hamblin, 52a School Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas. 

Staff Sergeant James E. Hunton, 2lst Airship Group, Scott Field, Ill. 

Private Emory D. Campbell, 99th Observation Squadron, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 

Private Garrett A. Hayes, Air Corps Detachment, Bolling Field, D.C. 

Private John T. Foster, Air Corps Tactical School Det., Langley Field, Va. 

Private Harold S. Showalter, 19th Airship Company, Langley Field, Va. 

Private Curtis E. Smith, Jr., 22nd Observation Sqdn., Maxwell Field, Ala. 

Private Albert L. Dillon, Air Corps Technical School Det., Chamte Field. 

Private George V. Frieburger, 57th Service Squhdvon,. Selfridge Field, Mich. 

‘Private Clyde -R. Craver, 11th School Group, Brooks Field, Texas. 

Private George P. Hammond, 62nd Service Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas. 

Private George L. Houle, 46th School Squadron, Brooks Field, Texas. 

The only enlisted man outside of the Air Corps to go to Brooks Field is 
Private Pannill Rucker, Jr., Battery B, 16th Field Artillery, Fort Myer, Va. 

Enlisted men who will attend as students at the Primary Flying School at 
March Field, commencing March lst next, are 

Private Corbitt Bishop, 7th Bombardment Group Hars., Rockwell Field, Calif. 
Private Tracy H. Dorsett, 27th Signal Service Company, Seattle, Wash. 
Private alfred C. Stiles, 10th Ficld Artillery, Fort Lewis, Washington. 

---000--- 


NEW TYPES OF AIRPLANES TO BE TESTED AT WRIGHT FIELD 


The Fokker Super Universal Monoplane, powered by a Pratt-Whitney "Wasp" 


engine, was recently flown to Wright Field for examination and performance tests 


to determine its suitability for.photographic purposes. The airplane is now 
being inspected by the various engineering branches under the Experimental 
Engineering Section preparatory to performance tests. 

A new Consolidated "Courier" airplane, equipped with a Wright "Whirlwind" 
engine and new type venturi cowling, recently arrived at the Materiel Division 
for examination and tests. The airplane is nov undergoing divisional inspec- 
tion, upon completion of which performance tests will be conducted. 

---000--- 


RESERVE OFFICERS REQUIRED TO PRESENT IDENTIFICATION PAPERS 


It appears that Air Corps Reserve officers have visited Army flying fields 
for the purpose of making flights and were denied permission to do so because 
they did not possess the necessary identification papers. Paragravh 51, Army 
Regulations 95-15, provides: 

"51. IDENTIFICATION OF OFFICERS APPLYING FOR FLIGHTS.- Reserve officers 
on an inactive status who make application for participation in aerial flights 
in Army aircraft will be required to establish their identity with the follow- 
ing documentary evi‘ence; 

a. Official idenv. “ication card. 

b. Certificate showing that the applicant is a member of the Air Corps 
Reserve in good standing. 

c. Statement showing his aeronautical rating. 

d. Pilot book properly posted and attested to date showing the amount of 
flying done by the officer for at least the preceding three months. 

e. Application for the documents mentioned in a, b, c, and d above will be 
made by officers to their corps area commander, who will supply the documents 
if available, or will take the necessary action to have them furnished to the 
applicant. ---000--- 


STATUS OF THE 99th OBSERVATION SQUADRON 


The new arrival among the Air Corps units at Mitchel Field, N.Y., the 99th 
Observation Squadron, is now going full blast under the leadership of Captain 
Francis M. Brady. Several officers have already been assigned to the new organ- 
ization, among them being lst Lieut. Paul H. Frentiss, and several of the newly 
arrived 2nd Lieutenants from Kelly Field. The organization is quartered in the 
old barracks of the 6lst Service Squadron, vacated by the latter outfit when 
they moved into their new brick quarters. 
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NEWSPAPER BOTTORIAL bho ON ENDURANCE FLIGHT 


The recent achievement of the pane Air Corps in smashing all endurance 
records for both hervier-than-air and lighter-than-air craft through the re- 
fueling flight. of. the tri-motored Fokker Transport "Question Mark", has occa- 
sioned considerable editorial corment by the Press of the country. Most of 
these editorials vision the rapid rise of commercial aviation in the near 
future end touch on the sitttitaaatad of e non-stop world flight through the 
refueling process. 

The New York TIMES statcs that: 

"The new year hes begun with an achievement in aviation that tempts one 
to predict a year of prodigies in 1929. The "Question Mark" has been answered 
with a chorus of plaudits and forecasts by experts. When the name of that 
airplane is mentioned, everybody will recall the exploit of the five Army of- 
ficers who stayed. up in the air for six and a quarter davs and traveled more 
than 11,000 miles. The United States. has once more shown the way. Our Army 
men have often made records in the eir for skill and endurance. What does not 
aviation owe to them?" 

Pointing out that America now has achieved the greatest air victory in 
the history of aviation, the Cincinnati ENQUIRER asserts that;:. 

"The wonderful performance of the Army monoplane Question Mark has won 
the interest not only of the man in the street but that of the world of science 
in an unusual degree. New aerial problems have been demonstrated and solved; 
every world record has been shattered; the endurance of men end mechanism takes 
on extended: limitations. The flight and feats of the Question Mark open up 
strange vistas of imaginative speculation. It now becomes a 'question mark! as 
to what possibilities in heavier-than-air navigation remain to defy the genius, 
courage and skill of men." 

The New York EVENING POST states that a new chapter in the history of 
aviation has been made by the endurance flight and that no more convincing 
proof of the reliability of airplane engines could be offered than the spectacle 
of this plane flving on hour after hour. It sees no justification, however, 
for comparing the record of the Question Mark with those of heavier-than-air or 
lighter-than-air machines which have not been refueled and remarks that when 
airplanes regularly cross the ocean or circle the globe they will have to do so 
under their own power and on the. fuel with which they set out. .In conclusion, 
it says: 

"We believe that this day will arrive. The flight of the Question Mark 
has brought that day nearer, not because it has stayed in the air longer than 
has any other plane but because it has demonstrated that airplane motors may 
be made so thoroughly reliable that planes can fly for an almost indefinite 
time once they are built to carry the fuel necessary to sustain such flights." 

Asserting that the flight developed into a comparative test of the en- 
durance of the men and the endurance of the machine, with the men coming down 
with the laurels of victory, the Cleveland PLAIN DFALFR states that the five 
men of the Question Merk merit all the congratulations they are receiving. 

"Their achievement was more important than a mere stunt. It has been a 
great benéfit to commercial aviation, a greater practical benefit than the 
picturesque and risky adventures of the ocean flyers." 

"The flight was a wonderful achievement for the human orgenism", says the 
Chicago NEWS, and after speculating on the future possibilities for transcon- 
tinental and trensocesnic flights, concludes with the statement: 

"But no new triumph for man or machine in the art of aviation causes much 
astonishment among the experts who realize how great are the yet undiscovered 
possibilities of mechanical flying." 

According to the Buffalo EXPRESS; 

"When airplane motors run continuously for nearly seven days under all 
conditions of flight one is forced to realize that inventors and engineers 
have given the airplane an amazing degree of airworthiness. Before long the 
airmants dream of a non-stop flight around the world may become a reality." 

The Wasiington STAR considers the flight of the Question Mark as an impe- 
tus to a project for a non-stop trip around the world. 

The Omaha BEE, after pointing out that a remarkable feature of the per- 
formance is that it was the machine that cracked end not the men goes on to 
say that several things have been determined by the experiment. One is the 
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practical success of refueling airplanes while in flight. This had been done 
before but never on the scale here proposed. What further and greater flights 
this makes possible is beyond conjuncture. For immediate application it will 
make non-stop transcontinental flichts comparatively simple. If food and fuel 
can be taken on while flying, mail and freight may be loaded and discharged 
also. The possibilities in this way may be greatly extended. 

Predicting that the ‘brilliant exploit will heve the sure effect of deepen- 
ing popular confidence in the element of safety in air travel, and particularly 
in the constantly increasing efficiency and. reliability of airplane mechanism, 
the Syracuse HERALD states that:- 

"This record breaking trial of the Arny airplane mast be viewed as a tre- 
mendous advertisement of the utility of air transportation, not alone for the 
service of passengers who are ready to take the risk, but in a much larger 
measure for the rapid carriage of light and valuable ee: e 

The OHIO STATE JOURNAL ‘states that: 

"The demonstrated ability ‘of a crew of five men-to keep a plane in the 
air for that long period of time is valuable, and the time tést of the motors 
is of the highest mechanical importance. * * As the test: affected man and ma- 
chine, the endurance triel brought rich results, providing valuable informa- 
tion in a field where only a few tests had been made and where additional know- 
ledge was needed for the future. It is to‘the credit of the Army flyers that 
they planned the endurence test and carried it to a successful conclusion. 
They had the vision to see, the ability to plan, the courage to undertake and 
the skill to accomplish. They have served the nation well and have won world 
credit for their branch of the service. * * * Thus far man has constructed fine 
motors, but they heve their limitations, and the results at Los Angeles have 
‘indicated about where that limit is to be found. But the limit of the flyers! 
courage and skill remains tc be determined." 

In the opinion of the Albany EVENING NEWS, while the flight may have no 
marked immediate benefit, it does show the further possibilities of aviation 
and it gives more and more confidence in flying. 

"The feat’ of Major Spatz and his four companions was not a 'stunt!, "says 
the Detroit FREE PRESS, and it goes on to say: 

"The engines with which their plane was equipped were the same make as 
those which took Colonel Lindbergh and other American flyers across the Atlan- 
tic; and one of the purposes of this test was to discover just how long they 
would function. Other purpeses concerned the practicability of refueling 
planes in the air and the reaction ‘of the personnel to prolonged exposure amon; 
the clouds. Valuable facts have been learned from the flight which can be 
put to good use in both military and civil aviation." 

The Indianapolis STAR »bserves that: 

"The readiness with which the human mechanism adapts itself to conditions 
has been deomonstated by the crew of the Question Merk. The motors had roared 
steadily more than six days and the flyers had teken their rest to the accom- 
panyment of that terrific din." 

The comment of the Richmond NEWS-LEADER is along the same line, agreeing 
that: : 

' A man who has to listen for days to the unbroken roar of airplane motors 
is entitled to all the distinction he gets by breaking a record." 

Declaring that the army and its Fokker monoplane have registered a per- 
formance that five years ago would have seemed a miracle, the Kansas City STAR 
asserts that the - 

"Question Mark has demonstrated two things - the uncanny mechanical per- 
fection- of the modern aviation engine and the accuracy of control of planes ir 
the air that made the repeated refuelings possible. Consider the ingenuity 
and precision embodied in motors that can run at high speed for a week without 
stopoing. Consider, too, the skill of the pilots and the reliability of con- 
trols that permit one plane to fly for minutes at a time immediately over an- 
otha@r plane with speed so delicately adjusted that a gasoline flowline is not 
disturbed. Now we may look forward to the day when an airplane may circle the 
globe without stopping - although such a performance would be rather in the 
nature of a stunt than of practical value. The real importance of the voyage 
of the Question Mark, for the present at least, must be inémonstrating in 
spectacular fashion the advance toward absolute reliability of the modern air- 
plane and the possibility of speeding up long distance flights under heavy 
loads through refueling while in the air." 
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"What secms to interest aeronautical men especially", observes the 
Kalamazoo GAZETTE, , 

"Is the fact that the Question Merk was refueled 37 times during the 
long grind. Not only gasoline, but oil, food and all manner of supplies were 
carried up to the roaring monoplane and transferred without the slightest 
mishap." 

Believing tnet the 150-hour flight of the Question Merk, viewed from any 
angle, ranks as one of the greatest achievements in aviation history, the 
Philadelphia PUBLIC LEDGER points out that: 

"The outstanding feature of this achievement is, of course, its demon- 
stration that refueling and the transfer of supplies to an airplane from an- 
other craft are practicable while both are flying under virtually every con- 
dition that aviation encouters. Scarcely less significant is its proof that 
human endurance is greater than that of motors. The results of its flight and 
of subsequent examinations of equipment should lead to the elimination of motor 
weaknesses which forced the: Question Merk down, and thus made still greater 
records possible. Aviation in America is greatly indebted to the Army flyers, 
whose other notable achievements, including the Round-the-World Flight, the 
Hawaiian, South American and Dawn to Dusk Flights and the Model Airway from 
which the Air Mail developed. The addition to this list cf the remarkable 
performance of the Question Mark and its crew of five marks another great con- 
tribution which not only promises to tnefit aviation as an industry but should 
increase public interest and confidence in aeronautics." 

The Lexington LEADER contends that one of the spectacular features of the 
flight, aside from the refueling, was the work of the mechanics who made all 
repairs in flight, who changed spark plugs, stopped the vropeller of one of 
the motors and repaired it, and have gone about their tasks in a routine man- 
ner and with as much indifference as thouzth under the roof of a garage. 

The CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR recells the records made by the early air- 
plane less than 25.years ago, cites several present day records and winds up 
by saying: 

"Just think and marvel." 

"Aviation today is making its debut in the world as an arm of commerce, 
as a new and faster means of transportetion. The successful accomplishment 
of record undertakings such as that of the Question Mark serves the valuable 
purpose of bringing forcefully to public attention the remarkable state of 
perfection of the modern airplane and its engine; for who would not be willing 
to travel in a vehicle of the proved reliability of the three engined Army 
Air Transport? * * * Henry Ford recently said that what aviation needs most 
today is motors. Thuis, remarkable as was the performance of the Question Mark, 
before we can look for great reductions in the cost of flying and the fares 
charged for air transportation, there will have to be better motors still. 
Then will aviation compete more closely with the railroad and the steamship." 

The Montgomery ADVERTISER believes that: 

"In time it is not unlikely that it will be a common prectice to refuel 
flanes in flight on commercial lines." 

Recognizing the superiority of the human element, the Chattanooga TIMES 
asserts that: 

"Machinery has been driven to its limits. Friction, strain, vibration 
and the heat of exploding gas had done tneir work. The flight was over, with 
man still the master of the thing ne had created. But what a record has been 
achieved! And what vistas of imaginative speculation the achievement opens 
upt"! 

The Indianapolis NEWS states that the Air Corps completed an experiment 
which adds much to its reputation as a vioneer in extending the field of air- 
plane usefulness and that it has brought new possibilities to military and 
commercial aviation. 

"The aerial tanker soom may become a familiar sight", says the San Antonio 
EXPRESS, 

"And other devices also may be employed to supply planes with fuel while 
in flight." 

"The achievement of the Question Mark", according to the Charlotte 
OBSERVER, ¢ 

"Was a distinct and valuable contribution to the cause of aviation and not 
in the same class with some suicidal attemots that have been made in the last 
year to do impossible stunts that would have been of little or no value to 
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mankind even if they ‘had been eusenbital:: " 

Making the observation that no human being had-ever before remained aloft 
so long, whether in an airplane or.a dirigible or, so far as known, .in a free 
balloon, the St. Louis. GLOBE DEMOCRAT says that the possibilities this demon- 
stration opened are accurately outlined. 

"With aerial 'filling stetions!' at convenient distances, flight can be 
almost indefinitely extended on ocean as well as on land, for refueling planes 
can rise from nlene carrying ships. Descents for gas con be minimized, which 
relatively are often more costly than stops by railroad trains. Planes can fly 
with a mininum supply of gas, to be replenished later, and so carry greater 
revenue loads." 

"Tt was not so much than a plane, the work of man, stayed in the air more 
than seven days without ever touching wheels to earth or even approaching the 
ground," remarks the Harrisburg TELEGRAPH, 

"But the human skill and ingenuity could so contrive and operate a machine 
that would perform with the perfection of the Question Merk." 

The Youngstown VINDICATOR says: 

"It was a flight every Amcrican can be proud of. Several days ago the. 
Germans, Whose record Major Spatz end his men set out to beat, spoke of the 
achievement as 'stupendous", and there is no question that the courage and en- 
durance required for such a feat sets a new standard for all the flyers' 
countrymen." 

"The se Americen shliete’ and American motors have achieved results which re- 
dound to the advantage of acronautics in an inspirational way", is how the 
Trenton EVENING TIMFS puts it. 

According to the Cincinnati TIMES-ST AR, 

"What this epoch making test. seems to demonstrate is the possibility of 
sustained non-stop flights clear ebout the earth provided subsidiery, gasoline 
freighted maciuines are in readiness at proper intervals.. It would take long 
planning and elaborate equipment to assure such a venture. Yet it may be 
attempted." 

In the opinion of the Birmingham NEWS 

"If there were fuel snips scattered through the Atlantic and Pacific carry- 
ing tons of gas to supply planes, these convenient deep sea filling stations 
Would cause transoceanic air touring to increase by leaps and bounds ." 

The Providence JOURNAL points out - 

"That the successful test has stimulated at least two announcements of 
proposed non-stop around- the-world flights with the refueling of the nlanes in 
the air. The flight is considered fair proof of the possibilities of the air- 
plane for long distance overland flights." 

- The Flint DAILY JOURNAL sees in the flight of the Question Mark several 
future possibilities, viz: 

" In military use planes can go aloft with large cargoes of bombs oui 
small gasoline supply, the pilots dene nling on ebabeheininns in the air. In com- 
mercial flying greater cergoes can be enrried and stops can be eliminated." 

"The flight of the Question MVark proved conclusively that it is practicable 
and comparatively easy to refuel airplanes in flight", says the Washington POST. 

"Tt will not be long before the crude refueling svstem by which it was 
kept eloft will have been refined, and then such projects as a non-stop flight 
around the world will be precticable. It is not likely, of course, that there 
will ever be need for such e flight, but refucling ond transfer of supplies in 
flight will make vossible the carrying of greater pay loads, cut the time of 
long distance flights and lengthen the life of plenes by decreasing the wear 
imposed by frequent take-offs, It is in connection with saving time and increas- 
ing pay loads thet refueling will be of imortence." 

---000--- 


CONGRATULATIONS TO CAPTAIN L.D. SEYMOUR 


The News Letter notes with pleasure that Cantain Lester D. Sevmour, former- 
ly Chief Engineer end Assistant General Manager of the National Air Transport, 
Chicago, has been advanced to fill the position of Gencral Manager vacated by 
Colonel Paul Yenderson, who continues with the Comoeny. as active Vice President. 

Caotain Seymour, Air Corps Reserve, a graduate of Syrecuse University, en- 
listed in the Air Corps during the war end served as aircraft maintenance offi- 
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cer overseas. Upon his return to the United States he was honorably discharged 
from the service, upon his own request, but. remained with the Air Corps in the 
capacity of civilian aeronautical engineer in the Information Division until 

he accepted a position as Chief Engineer of the Netional Air Transport. Capt. 
Seymour's pet hobby was that of devising new radio circuits, in the days before 
the advent of the electric set and the screen. grid tube, and several of them 
were particularly good. We suppose he has no time now for winding coils and 
soldering buss ber joints. 

Our best wishes are extended to Capt. Seymour in his new position and we 
hope the National Air Transport under his mangement will enjoy an uninterrupted 
era of prosperity. 

---000—- 


COLOMGIAN GOVERNMENT THANKS THE AIR CORPS 


Lieut . Senjamin Mendez, of the Colombian Air Force, left France Field, 
Panama Canal Zone, for his home field on December 27th last, after having been 
delayed at this ficld for three weeks, during vhich time his nlane, a Falcon 
single nontoon seaplane, was given a commlete overhaul. The damaged fuselage, 
wings and pontoon were repaired, the motor completely overhauled and the »lane 
assembled and tested. When Lieut. Mendez left France Field the plane was in 
excellent condition. The following telegram was received from the Colombian 
Government upon Licut. Mendez! arrival. at his home station: 

"Minister of War sincerely apnoreciates information of accident suffered 
by Lieutenant Mendez in that »ort and thanks you for your generous assistance 
and recention also privilege of France Field." 

---000--- 


FRANCE FIELD PISTOL TEAM WINS FIRST HONORS 


The France Field Pistol Teem, consisting of lst Lieut. E.G. Crocker, A.C., 
Master Sergeants S.L. Sorenson, F.3. Haney, W.D. Imcy, Staff Sergeant L. 
Leoquatra and #rivate S. Sislock, competed in the Panama Canal Department Small 
Aris Conpetition at Fort Clayton, C.Z., during the period December 17th to 2lst, 
inclusive, and returned to their station with the honors, having taken first 
place in the team match and two gold medals for individuals. The team average 
was 461.6. 

---000--- 


NEW SOMGING PLANE FOR AIR CORPS 


The Air Corns accented delivery of the first of a new series of 35 bombing 
planes mamfactured by the Keystone Aircraft Cornoration of Bristol, Pa. This 
huge craft is powered with twin Pratt & Whitney "Hornet" engines of 525 h.p. 
each, The "Panther," as it is called, has a wing spread of 75 feet and carries 
a load of 2200 lbs. It is emiinped with five machine guns for protection 
against enemy planes and is manned by a crew of five men, The most recent de- 
velopment in armament equioment is one of the outstardine features of this new 
ylane. It is also equioned with radio recoiving and sending sets, navigating 
and landing lights, perachute flares and the latest type of navigating instru- 
ments. The craft veighs 65 tons and has a kigh speed of about 125 m.p.h. It can 
remain aloft for more than six hours at a speed of more taan 100 miles an hour. 

---00c-~-~ 


CALIFORNIA EXECUTIVE COMMENDS AIR CORPS FLYERS 


Governor C.C. Young, of California, recently addressed a communication to 
the Commanding Officer of Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., com- 
mending the services of Lieut. Jos. R. Hargrove, Air Reserve, who flew over the 
mountains north of Clear Lake to discover the whereabouts of four students from 
the University of California who were lost in the snow. The letter is as 
follows; . 

"Please accept my sincere thanks and appreciation for the splendid coopera- 
tion rendered in locating the twa-missing couples in the mountains of Lake 
County. I have just learned this morning that they have been found, a little 
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‘hungry, but otiervise none the worse for wear fror sheir exvericnce. 


I also learned that it was dve chicfly to the efforts of Licut. Hargrove, 
who pilotcd one of the tro Army nlenes yesterday, that their trail was discover- 
ed which s»xecdily led to their being found. 

The vrormtness with which you resyonded to my request for help very pro- 
bably saved the lives of these young neonle, and I besneak tho gratitude of their 
many friends and relatives for the invaluable service rendered by your pilots." 

~--000--- 


ROCKWELL FIELD'S PART IN THE FLIGHT OF THE "QUESTION MARK". 
Sy the News Letter Corresnondent 


Once again Rockyell Field comes into its own, and on New Year's Day, 1929; 
in fact, a few days nrior to it, were the busiest the field has known since the 
cessation of war activities. The holiday season - Christmas and New Year - was 
observed by the officers, enlisted personnel and civilian personnel of the 
Rockwell Air Denot in carrying out many duties incident to the endurance- 
refucling flight of the Question Mark. Working day and night, the mechanics of 
the Rockwell Air Depot mut the finishing, touches to the plane and motors. The 
take-off was on New Year's day at the Metropolitan Airport, Van Nuys, Calif. 

For the purpose of minor repairs to the motors during the flight, "cat- 
walks" were built to the two wing motors, and on these "cat-walks" Sergeant 
Hooe was scheduled to go in the event of motor trouble. In caso of a stop, it 


__Mas planned to nose up the plane to slow down the propeller of the engine which 


was mis-performing and throw a heavy rubber shod hook arourd the nropeller to 
hold it still. Sergeant Hooe was to wear a yarachute and lineman's safety belt, 
go out to the motor, hook on to it with his belt so that he could use both hands 
to work with, and replace snark plugs, valve svrings, or anything else which 
might be necessary. A svecial tool kit was also carricd in the Question Mark 
for mid-air repairs only. In addition to the alove, meny other repairs and 
changes were made to the plane, as well as to the refueling »vlanes, to insure 
the project being carricd out successfully. 

A hot New Year's day dinner was transferred to Major Spatz and his crew 
of the Fokker Transvort. Ground-crevs and refueling tcams stood by at the 
three stations. 

A more fitting way to observe the beginning of a New Year could not b 
devised. The success of the Question Mark means another undisputed her vd 
the Air Corps of the United States army. 

~--o00--- 


AIR TRAINING FOR WEST FOINT CADETS 


Tentative plans of the Air Corps contemplate the use of five vrimary train- 
ing planes with ten instructors from the Air Corps Trainirsg Center, Duncan Field, 
Texas, for the purnose of giving 250 Cadets of the United States Military 
Academy training at Langley Field, Va., from June 17 to July 3, 1929, inclusive. 
Other airvlanes from nearby stations will be available to assist in this work. 

The class will be divided into three sections of aynproximately 80 Cadets 
per section. It is proposed to give each cacet three hours of aerial instruc- 
tion. . 

---000--- 


CIVIL AVIATION IN SNGLAND 


Sir Phillip Sassoon, British Under Secretary for Air, recently reported 
that the number of passenger airplanes which have current certificates of air- 
worthiness, are owned by Sritish cormanies and are operated in or from Great 
Sritain on air transport work, taxi work or pleasure flishts, is 52. He fur- 
ther stated that 109,5¢€9 passengers were reported as carried by these companies 
in England or between England and the continent in 1927, the average for three 
years being 95,316. There are in Eneland 85 licensed civil airdromes and, in 
addition, 43 Royel Air Force airdromes available in an a sepa ae 
~--000--- 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIEIDS 
---000--- 


Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.I., Dec.6, 1928. 





Flight "BM", end Observation Squadron: Practice bombing was the main issue 
for the past month with reference to the Tactical Treining Schedule of 1928-29. 





Staff Sgts. Wedeman and King claim to be the most. accurate aerial score keepers 


in the Air Corps. From past experience, they should be. | 

DH No. 32093 just went through the mill: and came out. looking like a new 
limousine. She was remodeled to enter the field of tow target ferrying. 

Hess, the golfer, is right on the job. He made the circuit last week in 
120 strokes. Think it was the fault of his "Shorts". They exposed too much 
freckled knee. 

Headquarters, 4th Composite Group: Capt. Charles A. Pursley made his first 
cross-country flight to neighboring islands since his arrival in the Philippines. 
He flew a Martin Bomber to the Mindoro Sugar Plantation, San Jose. We reports 
a very interesting flight and week end visit. During this trip, Capt.Pursley 
used four modes of transportation, namely: Airplane, motor car, railroad and 
horseback. On the next trip he expects to ride a carabao. 

The purchase of a new Columbia Vivi-tonal phonograph and sixteen wicker 
chairs tends to liven up our day room and will be another reason "Why Boys 
Stay Home", 

Pvt. A.F.Long, popularly known as "Pop" was discharged last week. Of 
course, he re-enlisted the next day, for the outfit could not afford to lose 
their most popular cook. 

Sgt. Richard Gleason arrived this week on the "Meigs" as replacement for 

‘Sgt. Worth. 

The Headquarters Mess had a very successful Thanksgiving dinner with 
several efficers, non-coms. and their families attending. 

Pvt. Kerr was relieved from his duties in the Camp Nichols Post ‘Exchange. 
He will take the examination soon for a commission in the Regular Army. 

Pvt. Ursin Leche, recently discharged from the Medical Corps at Sternberg 
General Hospital, re-enlisted in the Air Corps. 

66th Service Squadron: Staff Sgt. Jasper E. Lindsey was on furlough the 
past month viewing the sights of China and Japan. 

Staff Sgt. George S. Lane has been detailed to Camp John Hay as Mess 
Sergeant for the next six months. 








Clark Field, Camp Stobeontary P.I.; Dec. 6,1928: 





end Observation Squadron: Communications practice with Fort McKinley, 
continued throughout the month of November, varied with Army-Navy Communications 
problems, cross-country flights and special missions. 

Brig.-General Hatch, commanding the Harbor Defenses, made his first air- 
plane flight from this station during the month. The General expressed his 
enjoyment and gives promise of becoming an enthusiast. 

The Navy planes attached to the "Jason", with station at Olongopo, threw 
a party for officers from this station early in November. We went by air and 
can make no criticism of the’ welcome afforded - barbecued ‘pig and what goes 
with it. Oh Boy! Bailerinas and everything! 

The fun'of the month was concentrated in the 2nd Annual Kindley Kids Kar- 
nival, held Thanksgiving eve at the Corregidor Club. All the lads, lassies 
and infants in arms (with their nursing: bottles) attended. We had the Ambas- 
sador Orchestra from one of the President boats, and those boys could: play. 

Our Thanksgiving celebration was combined with Organization Day. Every 
one attended the noonday feast and no one left hungry. In the afternoon the 
squadron gathered at the patio, where an orchestra and San Miguel combined to 
furnish entertainment, 

This squadron claims the honor of being the first to meet Capt. Cave- 
Brown-Cave and the rest of the British Far Eastern Flight when they arrived 
from Hong. Kong. Manila was thrown wide open to them and their week with us 
in the Islands was filled with activities. The officers of the 4th Composite 
‘Group, Air Corps, gave a luncheon for the British Flyers at the Army & Navy 
Club, November 10th. , 
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Our fleet, until now consisting of the "Marjorie" and the "Osprey", has 
been augmented. Lieut. Davidson purchased a banca. It has everything in it 
but the squadron stove. We are still awaiting the launching. 

We lost Sgt. Major Krogstad during the month by transfer to the 28th Eom- 
bardment Squadron. Cpl. Gibbs has stepped into his shoes. 

Athletics have. come so far to the front that they are going to warrant 
lots of space in the next News Letter. 

Oh, Yes - the typhoon. We had a real one in November and portions of roof~ 
ing, chimneys, screening, etc., sailed out over the China Sea. But it was a lo+ 
of fun.- 


ond eine dadert en Langley Field, Va., January 14th. 





This month the Group has suffered severe losses in its officer personnel, 
both by deaths and transfers, - a most unlucky beginning for the new year. 

Lieut. Ward J. Davies, of the 20th Bombardment Squadron, departed with his 
family for Kelly Field, last week. He will take the instructors! course and 
then proceed to March Field, Cal., reporting on the 5th of March. "Good-bye, 
Skipper, and good luck". 

Lieut. Dale D, Fisher, 95th Bombardment Squadron, also left us. last week 
for Kelly Field, but he, too, departed with a "family". However, his family 
consisted cf only one, his young bride, formerly Miss Frances Major, of Wash- 
ington. The young couple were married in Washington during the Christmas 
Holidays. Best wishes to the bride and groom from the entire Group. "Haopy 
landings, Dale, and remember Dodd Hall Days!" 

Lieut. Oscar P. Hebert,A.C., 96th Bombardment Squadron, was discharged 
from the service on December 26 "1928. 

Orders came in*the other day for the transfer of Capt. Ernest Clark,A.C., 
commanding officer of the 59th Service Squadron to Bolling Field, effective 
March 5th. Five officers gone in two weeks! time! At this rate the non-coms 
of the Group will have to be prepared to_take command. 

Seven of our LB-5As are still out of commission awaiting their new tails, 
so the Group is still flying 0-lls, A-ds and AT-5s borrowed from the A.C.T.S. 
However, two LB-5As have been returned and are being flown to the limit. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, San Antoittio, Texas, Jan.4,1929. 





The annual Christmas Entertainment at the San Antonio Air Depot, for the 
children under ten years old of the Duncan Field Personnel, was held in the Post 
Recreational Hall, under the auspices of the Duncan Field Civilian Club, on 
Saturday afternoon, December 22nd. True to his regular custom, Santa Claus 
paid us a special visit by airplane for this occasion, and this Christmas he 
added another modern tcuch by floating dom from the skies in a parachute. 
Furthermore, as this was the first parachute jump made by Lieut. Norman D. 
Brophy (we mean Santa Claus), a memorable thrill was given to the festivities. 
Santa came down neatly, with the nonchalance of an old hand at the game and 
found 400 children breathlessly awaiting him. Capt. Otto G. Trunk made a very 
jolly and efficient double for Santa at the Christmas tree, with snow white 
whiskers and hair, topped by helmet and goggles (although to the children, of 
course, it was the same Santa); and there. were delightful presents and candy 
for all the little ones. 

The New Years' Holiday passed quietly at this Post. On New Year's Day 
Lieut .-Colonel and Mrs. Mars were at home to the officers and ladies of the 
Depot from 11:00 o'clock to 12:00 noon. 

Notification was received of the promotion of lst Lieut. Frederic B. 
Wieners,A.C,, of this Depot, to the grade of Captain, A.C., with rank from 
November 17, 1928. The congratulations of the personnel of this Depot are 
extended to him. é 

On January lst, Capt. Lewis B. Massie, Quartermaster Corps, who has been 
at his home awaiting retirement since Sept. lst, was retired from active ser- 
vice, at San Antonio, upon his own application, after more than thirty years! 
service. Capt. Massie is residing at the present time in San Antonio, and has 
the sincere wishes of “his mdny.friends in this vicinity in his well earned 
retirement. 
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Rockwell Field, Coronado, Cal., Jan. 3rd. 





The 95th Pursuit Squadron, llth Bombardment Squadron and Headquarters, 
7th Bombardment Group, observed their first Christmas at Rockwell Field. Elab- 
orate turkey dinners, with all the trimmings, were served in the squadron mess 
halls, at which the officers and their families were guests. Following the 
feasts varied forms of entertainment were presented. 

To a great many of the men, Christmas without snow, was a distinct novelty. 
However, that mythical bewhiskered gentleman "Santa Claus" must hawe swapped 
his reindeer and sleigh for more "California" methods of transportation, be- 
cause no one on Rockwell Field was forgotten when the gifts were distributed. 
The enlisted men were not dismayed by the lack of fire places - "G.I." socks 
by the dozens decorated the gas heaters in the tents, and the owners were not 
disapoointed when they rolled out long before revielle on Christmas morning. 

Six applicants appeared at Rockwell Field, December 17-22, 1928, and were 
examined by the Board authorized to conduct examinations for appointment in 
the Regular Army, Air Corps. The applicants who took the examination were 
second Lieutenants, Air Corps Reserve, on a yearts active duty at Rockwell Fie? 1, 

Eleven applicants appeared at Rockwell Field, Dec. 11, 1928, for exemina- 
tion as appointment as Flying Cadet. 

Mr. Victor J. Myers, of the San Antonio Air Depot, reported at Rockwell 
Air Depot, during December, for purpose of instructing personnel at the Depot 
in methods used at San Antonio Depot in overhauling Wright Type "E" engine~ 
cylinders. 

Lieut. Francis B. Valentine, Air Corps, Post Athletic Officer, left this 
station, December 22, 1928, for four months! temporary duty at Wright Field, 
Ohio, for purpose of pursuing course in aerial navigation. 

War Department orders were received assigning lst Lieut. Charles E. 
Stafford, Quartermaster Corps, to Rockwell Field, as Assistant to the Post 
Quartermaster, Capt. Hunker. 

Lieut. and Mrs. John K. Nissley, announce the arrival of a daughter, 
Beverly, on December 29, 1928, at Coronado, Cal. 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, January 16th. 





General Italo Balbo, the Under Secretary of State for Air cf the Itelian 
Government, with his staff, visited Kelly Field on December 28th. All avail- 
able airplanes were on the line for inspection. The General was very much 
interested in the training system of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School. 

The elusive wild game about these parts is being rapidly thinned out, due 
to the expert markmanship of the Kelly officers. Deer have been brought in 
by Major and Mrs. Tinker (one buck, but there is still some argument as to 
which shot proved fatal), Captain McDaniel, Captain Jervey, Lieuts. Weyland, 
Smith and Thompson. Turkeys and wild ducks have been brought in in great 
numbers by others. 

The Air Corps Women's Club gave a cabaret at the Aviation Club on the 
evening of December 7th. The entertainment started at 8:00 P.M. and consisted 
of many numbers of well performed local talent. The Club was beautifully dec- 
orated with Spanish moss, streamers and balloons. A stage was constructed at 
one end of the room and was decorated with flowers and greens. A black curtain. 
painted in blue to resenble a sky scene, added to the color cf the setting.’ 
Tables were arranged about the hall where many dinner parties were gathered. 
The club resembled the interior of a New York night club. Dancing was enjoyed 
between the acts. ; 

Lieut. Westside T. Larson, A.C., left December 23rd for the east to ferry 
a new Fokker transport to Kelly Field. ; ; 

Lieut. Harold A. Wheaton, A.C., reported for duty at Kelly Field from 
Langley Field on January 3d. 

Lieuts. Thomas W. Blackburn and John M. McDonnell received orders for 
transfer to the Philippine Department, to sail from San Francisco on or about 
March 9, 1929. 

Although Kelly Field did not win the Army League football championship, 
it placed four men on the All-Army Football League Team. The men from Kelly 
Field selected for this team were: Biginskiy left guard, Hollowell, center; 
Mulynzak, quarterback; and McKinney, left back. The Kelly team made a wonder- 
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‘fal showing this year, losing bat two gemes -— one to brooks Field and the other 
to the champion 23rd Infentry, holding the latter to a 7-6 score. A great deal 
of credit is due Lieut. Pat Booker, team coach. With nothing but new material 
to work on, he whipped the team into such shape that it was at all times a dan- 
gerous opponent. This year it proved a strong’ contender for the championship, 
vat with the same team next year, it is believed that the championship of the 
Army League will come to Kelly Field. 

Lieut. Harold S. George, A.C., spent a few days at Kelly Field recently «+: 
the guest of Lieut. B.S. Thompson, A.C. 

Lieut. William §. Gravely, A.C., for the past two weeks enjoyed the dis- 
tinction of being the ranking first lieutenant on the promotion list of the 
Army. However, he has lost this distinction and is now the "goat" Captain. 








Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., January 15th. 


The 22nd Observation Squadron, Fourth Photo Section, with Medical Detach- 
ment, less necessary guard and details, departed on December 3rd in trucks witt 
full equipment on the anrzal field maneuvers. Camp was pitched on the banxs 
of the Coosa River, seven miles east of Verbena, Ala. The troops returned ror 
the maneuvers on the 8th. 

Lieuts. N.L. Cote and Reuben Kyle, Jr., departed on December 13th in two 
O2-Hs, for New Orleans, La., for the purpose of ferrying Col. Williams and Ma;. 
B. Molter, of the Reserves, over the State of Lousiana, in connection with 
Reserve Officers! Association activities. 

On Dec. 19th, Major Carl Spatz, A .c., and Capt. Ira Baker, A.C., landed 
in the "QUESTION MARK" Army airplane, which started its famous endurance tes: 
on the Pacific Coast on the first of the year. Capt. Hoyt and Lieut. Quesaca, 
who were in the refueling plane accompanying the "QUESTION MARK" on this trip, 
also stopned en route. — ; 

Lieut. Leonard Flo, of the Reserves, landed at Maxwell Field on Dec. 19th 
from Jacksonville, Fla., en route to Little Rock, Ark. He was on his return 
trip from southern Florida to his home in Ann Arbor, Mich. He was forced so 
land in Florida on his attemoted non-stop flight from Canada, to Cuba. 

Lieuts. Byron A. Glover and Lindsay M. Baswell, Air Reserve, on a yearts 
active duty at Maxwell Field, spent Christmas in their home at Atlanta, Ga. 

Lieuts. N.L, Cote and Reuben Kyle, Jr., spent the Christmas holidays with 
friends and relatives in Colurbus, Ga. 

On the afternoon of Christmas Eve all children of the officers, enliste< 
men and civilian employees were entertained at the Officers! Club with a 
Christmas tree, Santa Claus distributing presents to all the kiddies. In the 
evening the officers and their wives had Christmas Eve Dinner at the Officers! 
Club. After dinner those present were entertained by a minstrel, composed o- 
Capt. Donald P. Muse, Capt. R.J. Platt, Lieuts. R.C. Wriston, M.C. Woodbury and 
W.H. McArthur, with musical accompaniments by Mrs. W-R. Weaver and Mrs. D.P. 
Muse. After the show, everybody gathered around the Christmas tree and pres- 
ents were Gistributed by Capt. Platt. Christmas afternnon, Major and Mrs. W.2. 
Weaver had open house and served tea to the officers and their wives calling 
during the afternnon. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, San Antonio, Texas, Jenuary 16, 1929. 








Lieut. Alfred J. Lyon, A.C., of the Air Corps Materiel Division, Wright 
Field, was a visitor at this Depot from January 5th to 15th, on temporary duty 
supervising the initial operation of the new electrical heat treating furnace 
recently installed at this Depot. We left here for the Rockwell Air Depot on 
the same mission. 

Lieut. Herry Weddington,A.C., on duty with the Organized Reserves at Iove 
Field, Dallas, Texas, paid a visit to this Depot on January 7th, accompanieé 
by Lieut. Arthur J. Reinhart, Air Reserve, on.active duty at Love Field. In 
civilian life, Lieut. Reinhart is Street Commissioner of the Dallas Municipal 
Government, and is an enthusiastic worker in the cause of aviation. 

Among the recent visitors to this Depot were Lieut. Myron R. Wood, A.-., 
of the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, and Lieuts. Bushrod Hoppin and 
Louis M. Merrick, of Bolling Field, accompanied by Cantain Malcolm G. Grow,M.C., 
of the Fairfield Air Depot, and Set. Paul Payne, of Bolling Field, delivering 


- 47 - V-5859,A.C. 














wv 
” 


ly 


ry 


ad 











one of the new Fokker C-2-A three en.-ined jobs on a Coast-te-Coast fli-cht from 
the fectory in New Jersey to Rockwell Field, Cel. The plane was piloted by 
Lieut. Merrick, and: they arrived nere January 10th, continuing their flirht on 
the leth. Licut. iiood was ~reeted by a host “f old. friends here, he heving 
been our former Denot Sunvly Officer. 

Lieut.. Charles E, Branshow, A.C., was assizned ‘to this Denot, by transfer 
from 3rooks Field, on Jenuary 13th. Lieut’. Branshaw is welcomed back into our 
midst. He was formerly on duty at this Depot (from July, 1921 to June,1924), 
and was placed on duty in his old position, that of Chief Enzineer Officer, 
Conversely, the Depot regrets losing Lieut. Arthur Wi. Vanaman, A.C.., our pre- 
ceding Chief En;ineer Officer who was transferred to Brooks Field on Jenuary 
13th. Lieut. Vanaman wes e member of this commend from January, 1925, and 
carries with him to his new post the best wishes of the personnel of the Depot. 

During the month of December, 1928, the Engineering. Depertment of the 
Depot turned out tre following production in overhaul end repair of airplanes 
and engines:- Airplanes: 1 DH-4M-1, 6 DH-4M-2, 1 DH-4M-op, 3 DH-4M-2T, 1 PT-1, 

1 AT-4, 1 A-3, 2 O2-H, 1 O2-K, 1 O2-M4, Total, 18 airplenes; Enginés: 1 Liberty, 
10 Wright E, 6 Wright J-&, 6 Curtiss D- 12, Totel, = en 





Langley Field, Yempton, Va., Jenunry 23rd. 


Air Coros. Tecticel School; The period embracing Jenuary 2 to January 15, 
both detes inclusive, was devoted to Attack Flying Training ander the direction 
of Capt. George C. Kenney, Air Corps. Durin this course the new type machine 
guns, which are installed in the lower wings of the Curtiss A-3 type airplanes 
are being: used for the first time b: students in the school. Student: Observers 
are also receiving instructions and treining on the flexible machine guns used 
in conjunction with the attack tr: ining. 

The Second Bombardment Sroup has: been using the Curtiss AT-5 and 0-11 air- 
planes of this orzanization in the forenoon of each dey during ‘the above period 
to carry on their rezular treinin. ‘schedule as a substitution for the LB-5 
Bombers which are beinzs reconditioned at this time, 

Inclement weather retarded flying operations to a certain extent during 
the above period. 

20th Bombardment Squadron: Between the first and middle of Jenuary, the 
20th. Squadron performed its usual operetions. There was some deviation from 
the usual routine efter the taking over of commend by Captain George M. Palmer. 

Captain Palmer served in’ the Group once before. He is one of the best 
known of the "old timers". He commanded the Second Day Bombardment Group at 
Kelly Field beck in the days when this Group and the First Pursuit Group were 








just about the whole Air Service. He is one of the most popular comvanders in 


the Air Corps, béceuse of his thorough knowledge of: practicel flying and the 
necessary airdrome wine abe age connected with it. - He is one of the few War 
time instructors wio has not resixned. ; 

Capt. Palmer,or "Jack", as he is universally known, recently reported to 
Langley Field upon completion of » long detail.with the Minnesota Néetional Guard. 

The Chemical Warfare School at Fdze wood Arsenal claims another officer from 
the orgenization, Lieut. ..H. Johnson received orders to report to this school 
for a ten week period, starting February llth. 

During this period the Squadron lost another pilot, Lieut. Ward J. Davies, 
who was transferred to March Field, Celif. He will stop at. Kelly Field, Texas, 
en route to attend the instructors! course now required before a pilot is in- 
trusted with discretionary power of determining “inherent flying ability" in 
students of the primary schools. 

All men of the Squadron desire it to be inoansian that Lieut. Davies was 
one of the most populer officers serving in the 20th Squadron at Langley Field. 
Lieut. Davies acted in the capecity. of Operations Officer, Adjutant and Supoly 
Officer, and he demonstrated his «reat ability as a pilot. 

Lieut. Martin is assisned to the Squadron for flying only} having been 
transferred to the 59th Squedron for duty. 

The followinz cross-country trips were performed by pilots of this Squad- 
ron; Lieut. Burnside to Pone Field and return; Lieut. Mertin to Bolling Field; 
Captain Palmer, Lieut. Yemmond and Lieut. Bleufuss (as pilot) had a rather 
eventful trio to New York in the Cr2 Transport, bad weather preventing their 
expected return for severel days. 
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Set. Sprakle was disch-rged and returned to his home -t Punxsatawney, Pa. 
The Squedron gave him a rousin: send-off at the Old Point dock, where he boarded 
the boat for Baltimore. 

59th Service Squadron: Capt. Ernest Clark has beta sick in quarters since 
January 9, 1929 and end Lieut. George.R. Geer assumed command. 

end Lieut’. Emery J. Martin, Air’ Reserve, was transferred to this organiza- 
tion on January llth, from the 20th Bothberdment Squadron. 

Ninety-Sixth Bombardment Squadron; Lieut. Heckman flew an AT-5 to Pinehurst, 
N.C., on Jenuary 5th, returning on-the 7th. 

Lieut. Schmidt went to Norfolk to praiaee equipment for the Squadron 
Basketball. Team. 

Lieut. Agee accompanied res Dean V. Johnston to Sen Antonio. He returned 
on January 13th. 

‘Lieut. Beaton holds record for Tow Target Gunnery, and Lieut. Schmidt high 
‘score in the preliminaries. 

The Squadron. purchased three large clocks for use in the Barracks, Recre- 
ation Room and Operations Office, respectively. Mr.Sgt. Rendle re-enlisted dn 
the 4th. The Squadron School for Armament and Radio seems to be a huge success. 
This is due to Mr. Sgt. Budoff end Cpl. Mishmash. From December 20th to Jenu- 
ary 12th, the 96th Squadron had the only LB-5A in commission in the entire ‘Group. 
The Squadron Progress Chert is rapidly nearing completion. 

Nineteenth Airship Company; Our schedule of training for the year 1929 
begen January 4th, when severel test and training flishts were made. An. inten- 
sive program for the year has beendrawn up, covering all phases of Lighter-than- 
Air work and which will have an important bearing on the future of Lighter-than- 
Air in the Army. 

On the 8th.of January, two demonstration flights were made for Coast Ar- 
tillery Officers: in connection with future maneuvers of retin, 9 with the Coast 
Artillery. 

On the same day two ehetdersenic missions were made over Hampton Roads for 
the purpose of teking pictures of the Battle Fleet. Pictures were obtained of 
the Fleet lying at anchor and also of the Destroyer Fleet arring cut to sea in 
formation. 

On the llth two reconnaissance missions over Western Shore of the Chesa- 
peake were carried out, these flights being also in the nature of training 
flights for aircraft crews. 

On the 14th two flights for training of pilots and aircraft crews were 
made. Lieut.-Col. Jacob W.S. Wuest, Commanding officer of Lengley Field, pvilot- 
ed the "TC-5-251" on one of these flights. 

During the next week it is contemplated making an extended reconnaissance 
flight to Washington, D.C., and a coast patrol and training communication flight 
to Naval Air Station, Lakehurst, N.J.;.also a flight to Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
former station of the 18th Airship Company, is being considered. If: this flight 
is made, the ship will be housed over night in the airship hangar at Aberdeen 
and will possibly take part in maneuvers with the Ordnance Department. 

The Comoany Soccer Team, State Champions last year, are again out in front 
and are showing the Peninsula Soccer fans just now the game should be played. 
The Team has lost only one game this year, this due in part to absence of sev- 
eral of the mainstays of the team. The schedule for the Post Basketball League 
Was postponed, due to the prevalence of "Flu" on the Post, it being necessary 
to take’ over the "Gym" as an annex to the Hospital. ‘However, the "Flu" is on 
the wane now and the League will possibly start the first. of eieliagivhs The 19th, 
20th, 49th and A.C.T.S. all have very strong teams. 











France:-Field, Panama Canal Zone, Jenvary 10th. 





Durinz the month of December, lst Lieuts. Ward F. Robinson, Donald F. 
Fritch and James M, Fitzmaurice arrived at this station for tours of foreign 
service. 3 

Staff Sgt. Nels Swanson arrived at this station from Bolling Field as re- 
placement for Staff Set. Prince and, due to.the fact that it was understood 
that he is an exceptionally good baseball player, he was: welcomed with open arms, 
as France Field is now engaged in the annual baseball games of the Army and Navy 
Baseball League, and every good player is welcomed in the team. 

Last but not least, the Post welcomed the arrival of the assignment of 
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twelve 02-4 Observation planes. Wor was immediately started assembling these 
planes, due to the shortege of observetion planes at this station and it is 
necessary to get tue observation Squadron Tully equipped before the beginning 
of the combined Army and Navy Maneuvers. 


Mitchel Field, Lonz Island, N.Y., Jenuary llth. 











The second fire within the month made its avpearance during the night, 
as usual. Tne dsmage was confined to the boiler room of the newly occupied 
Quartermaster barracks, and from the volume of steam and smoke seemed to have 
done more damage than was later found to have actually occurred. 

Heated hangers being at a orcmium at Mitchel Field, it may be Spring 
before the 99th Observation Squedron gets its full quota of planes and is 
assigned a hanzer. Meantime, O-lls on the post have been set aside for their 
use, these planes being maintained by mechanics from the new outfit. 
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